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Lord Lambert receives à viſit from 
young Mr. Preſton. 


Lorxp Lambert had juſt ſat down 
to breakfaſt, when his ſervant inform- 


ed him there was a gentleman at the 


door, who called himſelf Mr. Preſton, 
and ſaid he wiſhed much to ſpeak 
with Lord Lambert, for his buſineſs 
was urgent. Lord Lambert deſired 


to ſee him; and he was accordingly 
Vo. II. B ſhewn 
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ſhewn in. He entered rather with 
timidity, imagining what he had to 
communicate would not be very well 
received; but, as he thought it a 
matter of neceſſity, he began by ſay- 
ing, he waited upon Lord Lambert, 
he was fearful, with rather unpleaſant 
news; but that, as he was above de- 
ceiving any perſon, he could not 
longer viſit Lady Jemima Erwin, 
in the character of a lover, without 
acquainting his lordſhip: adding, he 
was ſure of her conſent, if Lord Lam- 
bert would give his. © But,” con- 
tinued he, © unleſs that can be ob- 
tained, I ſhall certainly give her up, 
though my father will be ready to diſ- 
inherit me, as he has ſet his heart 

upon 
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upon it.” Lord Lambert laughed; 
and faid, he had his entire approba- 
tion to do whatever he thought proper 
reſpecting Lady Jemima Erwin. 
« But I hope,” continued he, © you 
will make her a good huſband, as ſhe 
brings you an immenſe fortune.” 


While they were ſpeaking, there 
came an amazing knock at the door, 
Young Preſton immediately heard the 
voice of his father, bawling— What! 
is my boy here? What does he 
want?” The ſervants, all ſtaring 
aghaſt at him, anſwered, there was a 
gentleman above ſtairs at breakfaſt 
with their lord; but that they did not 
imagine it was his ſon! ſneeringly. 
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te And why not?” returned old Mr. 
Preſton. © What, I ſuppoſe, becauſe 
I have not got a fine coat on, you 
think I am nobody; hut you are miſ- 


taken; for my ſon is as fine a young 


man as your lord, for his ears.” 


They then all burſt into ſo loud a 


fit of laughter, that it brought down 


Lord Lambert, to know what could 
occaſion ſo much noiſe. He imme- 
diately recollected Mr. Preſton, and 
deſired he would favour him with his 
company at breakfaſt. Mr. Preſton 
accepted the invitation, and followed 
Lord Lambert to the drawiog- room; 


where, the moment he entered, he 


bawled out to his ſon “ Oh! ho! 
| you 
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you are here, then! I knew very well 
I was right, notwithſtanding thoſe 
fellows below, in their laced jackets, 
would ſcarce let me in.”—*& No!” 
returned Lord Lambert; * I ſhould 
be exceeding angry with any of my 
ſervants, if I thought them capable 
of behaving with diſreſpect to my 
friends.” Ohl no!” replied the old 


. gentleman, © it was not of any im- 


portance; only they thought, you ſee, 
as I was in my country dreſs, that 1 
was not fit company for a lord ; and 
would not believe that Tom was my 
ſon, becauſe he was ſo much finer 
than me. For God's ſake, Sir,” 
ſaid young Mr. Preſton, © do not 
ſay any more! I am really quite 

B 3 alhamed 
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aſhamed that Lord Lambert, who has 


done us the honour to receive us in ſo 
polite a manner, ſhould meet with 
ſuch a return. — Why, as for that,” 
replied his father, I quite agree 
with you, that my lord is a very 
pretty ſort of a gentleman himſelf; 
but, as to them there fellows in their 
laced coats below, why, I muſt own, 
I think, if half of them was hanged, 
it would be ſo much the better: for, 
to my certain knowledge, all they 


care for in this world, is to powder 
their pates, 'and greaſe their ſtomachs; 


and, if I was a perſon of quality, 


would no more keep ſo many of 
them, than I would fly up into the 


air,” Then turning to Lord Lam- 
bert, 
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bert, he ſaid “ You muſt take my 
advice, and away with them all out, 


but one, and a boy; that is quite 
ſufficient; and then they will find 


ſomething better to do, than to ſpend 


ſo much time in frizzing and powder- 
ing their pates.“ 


Young Mr. Preſton was ready to 


die with mame during his father's fu- 
rious harangue ; and endeavoured to 


change the converſation, by ſaying, he 
had waited on Lord Lambert, to ac- 
quaint him with his intended marriage 
with Lady Jemima Erwin; and that 
his lordſhip was extremely friendly, 
and did not make the leaſt objection, 
« Well, did not I tell you ſo, ſon ?” 

reſumed 
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reſumed Mr. Preſton. © I know very 
well that my lord here did nor like 
her.” —< I hope Lady Jemima may be 
very happy,” replied Lord Lambert; 
“ and I have not the ſmalleſt doubt 
but ſhe will be ſo with your ſon.” — 
« Well, then,” replied Mr. Preſton, 
« as it is fo, I muſt ſay, my lord has 
behaved like a lord,” turning to his 
ſon, and ſaying— Has he not, my 
boy?“ 


The poor ſon was covered with 
confuſion at his father's vulgarity; 
and begged he would not continue a 
| converſation which, he was convinced, 
muſt be very irkſome to Lord Lam- 
bert. Not it, indeed,” returned 

| Mr. 
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Mr. Preſton; © he has more ſenſe 
than to take any thing amiſs, that ſuch 
a plain country-gentleman as I ſays, 
He knows more of manners; while 
ſuch boobies as you are always of- 
fended, when nothing is meant.“ — 
« Lord, Sir!” repeated young Mr. 
Preſton, © do, for Heaven's ſake, de- 
fiſt! What will Lord Lambert think, 
who, Jam convinced, was never before 
ſo ill entertained?” - Think! why, 
my life for it, he thinks me a very ho- 
neſt, plain-ſpoken man. Why, I tell 
you, my lord never expected me tohave 
court-behaviour. Why, there, it is 
juſt the ſame thing when Lady Je- 
mima dines with us—Tom never 


thinks that I behave right; and there 
ws he 


L © 2 

he keeps looking and winking at me, 
and even kicking me under the table: 
but I never ſtop; for I know, for all 
his game, he owes his rich wife to me. 
He never would have got her, if I 


had not complimented as I have; for 


ſhe, poor thing! expects it. As to 


Tom, he ſits mimping and ſcrewing, 


and looking ſo ſhy: he would never 
have gained her, by only now and then 
ſaying —©< How very well Lady Je- 
mima looks to-day! But I act quite 
different; for I ſay, plump out, that 
Lady Jemima is, to be ſure, the very 
beautifulleſt woman in the world: and 
ſhe, poor thing! only ſimpers and 
ſmiles, thinking it all true.“ 


« Well,” 
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« Well,” replied Lord Lambert, 
2 4 ſincerely believe I ſhall aſk your 
advice, when 1 mean to take a wife; 
for you ſeem to have quite the knack 
of pleaſing the ladies.” — Aye, aye,” 
replied Mr. Preſton, © you young 
fellows are always fancying yourſelves 
ſo very clever; but we old ones muſt 
be the viſeſt. —* True,” replied 
Lord Lambert; “ that does not ad- 
mit of doubt.“ 


Young Mr. Preſton now began to 
think it time to take leave; and ac- 
cordingly wiſhed Lord Lambert a 
good morning. The father then be- 
gan to move; and ſaid, he hoped his 
lordſhip was not affronted at any 

| thing 


Z 
thing he had ſaid, for that he really 
meant nothing. Lord Lambert re- 


plied, ſo far from it, that he hoped 


he would not forget him, but would 
take an early opportunity of calling 
upon him again, Mr. Preſton ſhook 
him by the hand violently; and ſaid 


that, notwithſtanding he was a lord, 


he was one of the honeſteſt fellows he 
knew; and he wiſhed him as well as 
he did Tom, for what he could tell. 
They then took their leave; and 


Lord Lambert was not ſorry at being 


releaſed, notwithſtanding he had been 
ſo well entertained with the 'very ex- 


centric manners of old Mr. Preſton. 
But, the moment the old gentleman 
again beheld the ſervants, he could 
5 not 
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not refrain, although his ſon exhorted 
him to come home with him. He ſaid 
he would ſpeak to them; and ac- 
cordingly began, by ſaying—< Aye, 
aye, you are a fine pack! but you 
will not remain here much longer, I 
can tell you. I have been telling 
your lord what a ſet of uſcleſs fellows 
he has got about him; and he ſeemed 
quite of my way of thinking.” | 


The ſervants looked at one an- 
other, and then at Mr. Preſton, with- 
ing to know what he meant. At laſt, 
he ſaid—*© His lordſhip is quite de- 
termined to off with a good half of 
you, at leaſt; for, he ſays, the beſt part 
of your time is taken up in frizzing 

Vor. II. C your 
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your pates, and making your ſhoes 
ſhine.” One, that was more bold 
than the reſt, then came forward; 
and, looking rather confidently, 
aſked—* Pray, Sir, did my lord de- 
fire the favour of you to turn ſteward, 
and diſcharge his ſervants? Becauſe, 
if his lordſhip did, I muſt ſay, you are 
not very ready at the buſineſs; and 
we ſervants expect to be treated with 
propriety, as much as our betters,” — 
« Why,” replied Mr. Preſton, quite 
in a rage, I never in my life ſaw fo 
impudent a varlet as you! For a far- 
thing, I would give you the beſt cane- 
ing you ever had in your life,” —© J 
wiſh you would,” continued the ſer- 
vant; © for, notwithſtanding your 


thread- 


1 | 
thread-bare coat, I dare ſay you are 
rich, and I ſhould ſtand a chance to 
get a little of your money by that 


means.“ 


Mr. Preſton, finding he had met 
with more than his match, thought 
it moſt prudent to retreat; but tool 
care, as he went ont, to ſay, he was 
determined Lord Lambert ſhould diſ- 
charge him, if he did not any of the 
reſt. They all then joined in a loud 
laugh at what had paſſed. 
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CHAP. . 
Miſs Malcomb prevails on Lady Je- 


mima Erwin to jein with her in a 
plan ſbe had formed to ſet 3 
egainſt Lord Lambo 7 


Lapy Jemima Erwin, who of 
herſelf would have been perfectly in- 
offenſive, had been ſo extremely ex- 
aſperated againſt Georgina by Miſs 


Malcomb, that ſhe was now ready to 


agree to any propoſal her utmoſt ma- 
lice could invent; and told her not to 
mind any expence, as ſhe would diſ- 
charge every thing if ſhe approved of 


the plan. Miſs Malcomb, then, had 


full ſcope for her malice; which had 


na- 
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nom been raiſed to ſuch a pitch by 


her ill ſucceſs in getting her from 
Mrs. Haines, as Georgina was now 
evidently more pleaſantly ſituated, and 
in a line ok. ſeeing the firſt company, 
Lady Newbery being remarkable for 


the elegance of her aſſemblies. 


This thought, then, determined 


Miſs Malcomb not to reſt long be- 
fore ſhe formed ſome plan to prevent 
Georgina from enjoying her pre- 
ſent happineſs; and ſhe was much de- 
lighted at Lady Jemima's concur- 


rence, as by that means no pecuniary 
wants could intervene, or prevent any 
ſcheme ſhe might have in view. 


1 Thus 


1 

Thus every thing being arranged 
to her ſatisfaftion, as Lady Jemima 
had agreed not to ſpare expence, 
there was nothing remaining but to 
ſet her invention to work; which, the 
moment ſhe had accompliſhed, ſhe 
hurried to Lady Jemima, to inform 
her of, and obtain her approbation: 
this was granted as ſoon as the re- 
queſt was made, Lady Jemima be- 
ing much too indolent to trouble her- 
ſelf with either the impropriety or un- 

generoſity of the tranſaction. 


What Miſs Malcomb particularly 
wiſhed, was, to prevent a marriage 
taking place between Lord Lambert 
and Georgina: for which purpoſe, 
ſhe 


1 1 

ſhe concluded, nothing could be ſo 
effectual as, by ſome artful means, to 
give them a bad opinion of each 
other. A plan of this kind, ſhe was 
aware, would be attended with dan- 
ger; notwithſtanding which, ſhe was 
determined to perſevere at any rate, 
as ſhe could not endure the thoughts 
of Georgina's becoming the wife of 
Lord Lambert: for, by ſuch an alli- 
ance, ſhe muſt inevitably take place 
of herſelf, as Miſs Malcomb was the 
intended bride of Sir Harry Free- 
man. 


Poor Sir Harry, who was himſelf 
both good-natured and harmleſs; and 
who, if his coat ſat neat, and his hair 

Was 
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was elegantly dreſſed, looked upon all 
other conſiderations as frivolous in- 
truders upon his pleaſures and happi- 
neſs; had not the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion 
of the malicious diſpoſition of his in- 
tended wife; but concluded that, as 
ſhe was a pretty woman, and had a 
handſome fortune, ſuch recommenda- 
tions were quite ſufficient to enſure 
happineſs. Thus, without mature 
deliberation, the thoughtleſs Sir Harry 


fixed his affections on one of the moſt 


artful women in the world, and one 
who never felt ſo happy as when ſhe 
was rendering miſerable ſome object 


or other by her malicious plans. 


She 
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She had now planned a ſcheme of 
wretchedneſs for Georgina, and in- 
tended putting it in immediate prac- 
tice; naturally concluding, there was 
no time to be loſt in an affair of ſuch 
importance. She had much bulineſs 
to tranſact on the occaſion, as Lady 
Jemima left every thing to Miſs Mal- 
comb, except the expence—that ſhe 
inſiſted upon being entirely her own. 


Miſs Malcomb made no objection to 


that propoſal, as ſhe liked every part 


of the buſineſs better than the ex- 


pence; and, as her plan could not be 


managed without great loſs of time, 


ſhe was delighted at having Lady Je- 
mima to be anſwerable for the part 


ſhe was about to act, as ſhe could not 
; poſſibly 


[ 22 ] 
poſſibly be of any aſſiſtance in carry- 
ing on the plan. \ 


Miſs Malcomb had, when a child, 
a young girl, that lived with her as a 
kind of aſſiſtant in the nurſery. She 
had been bred up in a convent, and 
had a pleaſing addreſs; which, added 
to her beauty, rendered her the very 
object for the plan which Miſs Mal- 


comb had in contemplation, She had 
been married ſince ſhe left Miſs Mal- 


comb; and was now a young, beauti- 
ful widow, with three children, the 
eldeſt of which was but four years. 
She lived a few miles from town, 


which made it inconvenient; but 


trifling difficulties were not conſidered 
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by Miſs Malcomb, when ſhe had in 
view a ſcheme of this kind. The 
young woman was to have fifty 
pounds, if ſhe had addreſs enough to 
paint her ſituation, and the villainy 
of Lord Lambert, in a manner that 
could make Georgina conſider,him as 
a profligate, bad character; and, of 


courſe, would make her give up the 


idea of the connection, whatever mi- 
ſery ſhe might endure from ſuch a re- 
ſolution. 


Miſs Malcomb was convinced the 


ſcene that was to be opened to the art- 


leſs Georgina would have a powerful 
effect, as ſhe knew her to be poſſeſſed 
of very great ſenſibility, She then 

hoped 


„ 
hoped that pity for the unfortunate 
object, added to the love ſhe was to 
pretend ſhe bore Lord Lambert, 
would excite in Georgina both hatred 
and diſguſt. Theſe conſequences, ſhe 
judged, would be the natural reſult 
of the interview Mrs. Nelſon was to 


have with Georgina. * 


This deceitful plan being now 
quite ſettled, Miſs Malcomb began 
to conſider for herſelf, and think of the 
neceſſary arrangements for her match 
with Sir Harry. Lady Jemima was 
very much delighted with the 
thoughts of Georgina's being, as ſhe 
termed it, outwitted ; for, notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe had given up Lord Lam- 
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11 
bert herſelf, ſhe could not endure that 
he ſhould marry Georgina: for, in 
reality, though ſhe would not con- 


feſs it, ſhe preferred Lord Lambert 


to Mr. Preſton ; but, being a woman 
of neither delicate feelings, nor ſtrong 
ſenſibility, it was very immaterial to 
her who ſhe married. If permitted to 


dreſs as fantaſtically as her whimſical 


fancy could invent, and folly could 
wiſh, ſhe would be both as ſatisfied 
and happy as fo unfeeling a character 
could poſſibly be: for, as ſtrong feel- 
ings are a ſource of great miſery, ſo 
have they, in as high a degree, the 
contrary effect. Lady Jemima had 
this conſolation, that if her happineſs 
was not ſo intenſe as that of many 

Vol. II, D Others ; 
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others; yet, as ſhe was excluded from 
all real miſery, it was in a great degree 


a compenſation. 


Miſs Malcomb was delighted at the 
proſpect of her ſcheme's taking place; 
but, as the young woman and her 
children were in very great want of 
clothes, ſhe muſt get new ready-made 
apparel for them all, to make their 
firſt appearance in, as Georgina could 


never be perſuaded that Lord Lam- 


bert's miſtreſs and children could be 
ſo neglected as to want common ne- 


ceſſaries. 


All now depended on the young wo- 


man's being capable of carrying on the 
| | artful 
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artful tale, that had been ſo ſkilfully 


invented by Miſs Malcomb, with that 
probability that was neceſſary to gain 
the point. She was to tell Georgina, 
that ſhe was the daughter of a clergy- 
man in the neighbourhood of Lord 
Lambert, who had long paid her great 


attention, and at laſt prevailed upon 


her to go to town with him; that ſhe 
had been in lodgings theſe five years, 
and theſe were his children; that ſhe 


had never found any alteration in his 
affection for her till very lately; that 
ſhe heard he was going to be married, 
and could not otherwiſe account for 
the great change in his behaviour to 
her. | 


D 2 From 
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From this circumſtance, Miſs Mal- 
comb expected that all would ſucceed, 
as ſhe knew Mrs. Nelſon's diſtreſs 


would of courſe make her-extremely 


anxious that the ſtory might appear 
plauſible: added to which, a detec- 
tion would be terrible, as it would 
expoſe them all to the everlaſting 
ridicule and contempt of Lord 
Lambert and Georgina, as well as 
to the generality of their acquaint- 


ance. 


Tbeſe thoughts rather damped Miſs 
Malcomb, and made her inſiſt thar, 


on no account whatever, 1s ſhe to give 


up Lady Jemima, or her, as the pro- 
jectors of the ſcheme, This ſhe pro- 
miſed 


P 
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miſed faithfully not to be prevailed 


upon to do; ſaying, ſhe muſt be the 


moſt ungrateful of women to expoſe 


them, after their unparalleled good- 
neſs to her—as they had taken a lodg- 
ing for her, and allowed her ſome- 


thing to live on for the time they ex- 


pected it would take to finiſh this 
wicked ſcheme. But, if Georgina 


ſhould not liſten or give credit to 
Mrs. Nelſon, it would determine them 


to ſend her immediately back to the 


country, which would render it quite 


impoſſible for any perſon to find out 


who ſhe was; and, of courſe, the whole 


\ 


buſineſs would die. 


_” Miss 


"CT aA 
Miſs Malcomb then told Mrs. Nel- 
ſon, that, as ſhe had fo well arranged 
every thing, ſhe would now leave the 
ſucceſs entirely to her prudence; add- 
ing, that as Georgina was a remark- 


ably unſuſpicious character, ſhe had 


not a doubt of ſucceſs, if Mrs. Nelſon 
managed-with diſcretion, Mrs, Nel- 
fon again promiſed moſt faithfully to 
do every thing according to Miſs 
Malcomb's direction, and alſo with 
the utmoſt diſcretion. 


Miſs Malcomb being now quite ſa- 
tisfied, they parted mutually happy ; 
notwithſtanding their reaſons were very 
different, as the extreme poverty of 
Mrs. Nelſon was in ſome degree an 


excuſe 


v9 
Be 
I, Le 
3 
* 
1 A 
Ly; 
2 
SR 
"7 
1 
1 
29 
* 
— 
5 
* 
* 


54 
8 
5 
5 1 
. 
7 
24 
3 
. 
, N 25 
5 
* 
M4 
Fo 
+ 
. 
7 4 
4 
1 
% 25 
1 
* 
Was 
Ay 
Th 
op 
P "NE: 
* 
5 
£2 


Se ooo 


1 
. 
N 
bo 
7 
2 
* 7 
1 
5 
3 
IH 
e 
8 
* 


3 
5 
F 
2 
5 BF 
1.4% 
. 
. 
5 
KN, 
* 
dl 
Ye 
F: 

7 5 os 4 
nd; 
Vie 
IJ 
JF 
#2 

88 
IB 
8 
* 
=_ 7 


1 Þ 
excuſe for allowing herſelf to be fo 
treacherouſly employed. She looked at 
her children, and all other conſidera- 
tions vaniſhed in a moment, 
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Mrs. Haines is very unhappy at her un- 
kind behaviour to Georgina, and makes 
an apology to ber for it. 


M RS. Haines, after the departure 
of Georgina, rather felt aſhamed of 
her behaviour; but conſidered that, 
as ſhe was to return there, ſhe could 
eaſily make an excuſe, if ſhe found 
herſelf diſpoſed ſo to do. This con- 
fideration made her quite eaſy till five 
o'clock came, and no Georgina. She 
then found, from her extreme anxiety, 


that ſhe really loved her; and could 


not help reflecting, that, from her very 
| unkind 
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unkind behaviour, great miſchief 
might follow, as ſhe could not ima- 
gine where ſhe was, 


Thus did ſhe keep repenting and 
fretting herſelf to death, for what ſhe 


could not now prevent. The ſervant 


then came to inform her dinner was 


on the table. She enquired, whether 
_ Miſs Neville ſaid ſhe ſhould dine at 


home? The ſervant ſaid, that Miſs 
Neville had ſaid nothing to him, ex- 


_ cept that ſhe did not wiſh him to at- 


tend her where ſhe was going. Mrs. 


Haines then ſent wherever ſhe thought 


it probable for Georgina to be, but 
without ſucceſs. At length the note 
arrived; which was wrote with fo 

much 


11 


much kindneſs, that Mrs. Haines 
burſt into tears, exclaiming—* Then 
I have loſt my ſweet girl for ever!“ 


She next enquired, who brought the 
note? The ſervant anſwered, it was 
a porter delivered the note, and ſaid 
it required no anſwer, 


Mrs. Haines grew ſtill more un- 


happy, and would have given the 
world to know where ſhe was. She 
then recollected, that as the clothes 
were to be ſent for the next morning, 
ſne ſhould of courſe hear where 


_ Georgina was; ſhe therefore deter- 
- mined to go to her, and endeavour to 


prevail on her to return with her, as 


ſhe now was convinced that half 
what 
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191 
what Miſs Malcomb ſaid was the 
conſequence of envy. She could not 
conceive where ſne had ſo immedi- 
ately fixed, as ſhe was perſuaded ſhe 
would not go any where that was the 
leaſt improper. She never recollected 
Lady Newbery; and, if ſhe had, ſhe 
knew Georgina's pride would not let 
her ſolicit an aſylum from a friend, 
whatever might be her ſituation, All 
theſe conſiderations made her very 
unhappy; as, whatever ſhould be the 
fate of Georgina, ſhe now could not 
help. conſidering herſelf the occaſion 
of it, from her very unfriendly beha- 


viour. 


While ſhe was thus ruminating on 
| FR 


1 | 
what had happened, ſhe was ſurprized 
by a very loud knock at the door. 
Lady Jemima Erwin was announced. 
Mrs. Haines, who was by no means 


intimate with Lady Jemima, could not 


account for her making her an unex- 


pected viſit ; but Lady Jemima ſoon 


made her underſtand the occaſion of 
it, by ſaying, the inſtant ſhe entered— 
« Oh Lord! how do you do, my dear 
Mrs. Haines? I am ſure I ovght to 
aſk your pardon a thouſand times for 
this impertinent intruſion ; but, to 
tell you the truth, I took the liberty 
of waiting on you, to ſee the young 
lady that is with you. I ſuppoſe you 
muſt know ſhe is my rival, as ſhe is 
very ſoon to be married to Lord Lam- 
bert, 
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bert. I wiſhed to give her ſome friendly 
information, as I find ſhe behaved 
very handſomely reſpecting me; and, 
as I am ſoon to be married to Mr. 
Preſton, of conſequence her match 
with Lord Lambert cannot be any 
concern to me. I know this con- 
fſeſſion will give her pleaſure.” 


Mrs. Haines ſighed, and ſaid, Miſs 
Neville was not then at home; but, 
the moment ſhe returned, would take 


care to acquaint her of Lady Jemima's 
kind viſit. 


« Oh, dear!” repeated Lady Je- 
mima, I muſt own, I think her a 
beautiful girl, and really wiſh ſhe may 
Vor. II. E be 


. 
. - 
— Fe n CO IEEE Rs 1 SES Or Dug Oh er A Ye oe Se WT UI 
C . e e e . M Ws 1 x 
FFF ß d 1 PR ARE TEE LE IE AIEN . ) 
** ©, 288 de > IIs n ATOP 8 2 8 : : x pn 8 
nnn * N. We EY EEE EPS N „ Dr oa Ops + 1 
A „ * n * * * ES 6 5 ty 3 8 . 


1 
be very happy with Lord Lambert; 


and, as he was by no means the kind 


of man I ſhould wiſh for my huſband, 
I can ſee no reaſon why either of us 
ſhould not chuſe for ourſelves; and, 
as I began, ſurely he had a right to 
follow my example.” 


« True, Madam,” replied Mrs. 
Haines; who now was convinced of 
Georgina's propriety of behaviour to 
Lady Jemima, and ſtill more hurt at 
what had happened. She then ſaid 
« Miſs Neville is a moſt amiable girl; 
and I am very well ſatisfied you would 
like her better, were you acquainted 
with her, as ſhe is very deſerving your 
eſteem.” 5 

Indeed,“ 


39 

& Indeed, replied Lady Jemima, 
J have not the ſmalleſt doubt of the 
truth of what you ſay; and beg you 
will b:ing her to ſee me very ſoon, as 
I already like her, from what I heard 
Mr. Preſton ſay of her this morning. 
Lord Lambert had told him; and you 
will allow that was good authority for 
me to form a favourable opinion 
upon: and muſt confeſs, before 1 
heard thoſe particulars, Miſs Neville 
was a very different character in my 
eſtimation.— Why ſo?” . replied 
Mrs. Haines, who at once ſuſpected 
Miſs Malcomb. “ Why,” returned 
Lady Jemima, „ ſhe had been re- 
ported to me as a very fly, artful girl: 
and I was alſo informed, ſhe had 
22 taken 
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taken the utmoſt pains to gain the 
affections of Lord Lambert from me; 


which I now find was a great falſhood, 
as Lord Lambert declared to Mr. 
Preſton, that Mais Neville never 
would receive his addreſſes, until ſhe 


Was confirmed all was ſettled concern- 


ing me, and that I really gave up any 
claim to Lord Lambert. I cannot 


ſay, continued Lady Jemima, © but. 


that I was extremely ſtruck with the 


uncommon diſintereſtedneſs of ſuch a 


conduct, and could not do lefs than 
pay her this viſit of acknowledge- 
ment: at the ſame time, to beg ſhe 
will now look upon me as her friend, 


and hope you will do me the favour 


to 


en, 


1 


e 


to acquaint her with what I have 


ſaid.” 


Mrs. Haines promiſed to tell Geor- 


gina of Lady Jemima's viſit, and alſo 
the purport of it, Lady Jemima then 


took her leave, and left Mrs. Haines 
ſtill more full of regret at the unwor- 
thy part ſhe could not help thinking 
ſhe had ated by Miſs Neville. This 
thought, added to the anxiety which 
ſhe was ſo poſſeſſed with to know 


where ſhe was, had oppreſſed her 


ſo extremely, that ſhe was really ill. 


But ſhe, however, determined in fu- 


ture to pay no attention tothe-opin ions 


of the world, but reſt upon her 
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own judgment in the choice of her 
friends. 


In the morning, about eleven 
| &clock, this much wiſhed-for note 
arrived; wherein Georgina expreſſed 
her gratitude to Mrs. Haines for the 
many favours ſhe had conferred upon 

her, and informed her ſhe was with 

Lady Newbery. Mrs. Haines was 
much affected on the receipt of this 
note, and determined immediately to 
go to Lady Newbery's, and make 
her peace with Georgina, by confeſ- 
fing the occafion of her behaviour. 
She went, and was ſo fortunate to meet 

with Lady Newbery and Georgina at 
home, and alone, She flew to her 

on | young 


IL 2 

young friend, and was received by her 
with as much kindneſs as if nothing 
had happened. This unexpected 
amiableneſs in the manner of Geor- 
gina had ſuch an effect upon Mrs. 
Haines's fpirits, that ſhe burſt into 
tears, and ſaid Can my dear Mifs 
Neville forgive me? Can fhe behold 
me without contempt, after a behavi- 
our that was ſo unmerited ?”- Geor- 
gina kindly took her hand, and beg- 
ged ſhe would not again name the ſub- 
ject; at the ſame time declaring, ſhe 
ſhould never more think on what had 
happened. 


Mrs. Haines was fo extremely dif- 


treſſed, that Georgina thought the 
appearance 


[ 44 ] 
appearance of Lady Newbery would 
give a turn to the converſation. She 
accordingly rang the bell, and deſired 
the ſervant would acquaint Lady 
Newbery Mrs. Haines was there. 4 
Mrs. Haines had juſt time, before 2 
Lady Newbery came down, to ſay, 
that as Miſs Neville was ſo good to 
forgive her unkind behaviour to her, 
ſhe would permit her to hope that ſhe 
would now be looked upon as a friend, 
which no future art could have the 
leaſt effe& upon: that whatever un- | 
foreſeen misfortunes might attend 7 
Georgina, -begged ſhe would freely 
apply to her, as both her advice and | 1 
purſe were at her command. 
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By this time, Lady Newbery made 


her appearance, and the converſation 


became general, Mrs. Haines then 
acquainted them with the viſit ſhe had 
received from Lady Jemima Erwin ; 
and ſaid, ſhe ſhould be very happy to 
accompany Miſs Neville, whenever 


ſhe pleaſed to appoint a day, to call 


upon Lady Jemima, It was then 


fixed for the next morning; and Mrs. 


Haines took her leave, 


Georgina now flattered herſelf that 
her misfortunes were at an end, as ſhe 
concluded another fortnight would 
make her the wife of the amiable Lord 
Lambert; little imagining there re- 

mained 


mained any obſtacle to prevent their | 


happineſs. 


While thus reflecting, they were 
interrupted by the arrival of Colonel 
Simmons, who had not long returned . 
from the Eaſt Indies. He was an 5 
elegant looking man, of about thirty- 5 

five; his manner was extremely pomp- 
_ ous, and his dreſs unneceſſarily ex- 
penſive. He viewed Georgina with 
great attention; which ſhe perceiv- 
ing, took the firſt opportunity to 
withdraw from his obſervation. When 
ſhe was gone, he immediately en- 
quired of Lady Newbery who that 
beautiful creature was? She replied— 


'The young lady he had ſeen was a ; 


FF 

Miſs Neville; and that ſhe was ſhortly 
to be married to Lord Lambert. 
« She is a very fortunate girl,” con- 
tinued Lady Newbery, © as ſhe is an 
orphan without any fortune; and is 
beloved, I will venture to ſay, by one 
of the moſt elegant young men in 
England, added to his rank.” 


« Fortunate, do you call her!” 
returned the Colonel. cc I cannot 
look upon it in that light, as I think 
her charms ſufficient to command any 
thing.” —©< Do you?” replied Lady 
Newbery; 6 I own, her eyes are very 
fine, with the addition of an amiable, 
mild countenance; but, for real beau- 


ty, 1 cannot ſay I ever ſaw that in 
Miſs 
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[ 48] 
Miſs Neville. But you are by no 
means ſingular,” as ſhe is vaſtly ad- 
mired by your ſex. We women, you 
know, are more critical in our obſer- 
vations upon one another,” —© So I 


perceive,” replied the Colonel; © but 


I ſhould think the whole world muſt 
be of my way of thinking. I have 
ſeen a great deal of beauty, but I 


never ſaw ſo bewitching a creature! 


and, for my part, I deteſt what you 
call a regular beauty,” 


« Oh! fo do]; but do not by any 
means call Miſs Neville a beauty. I 
think her manners remarkably ami- 
able; and there is a ſimple elegance 
in her behaviour that infinitely ſur- 

paſſes 
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paſſes the art of education. But all 
this is to no purpoſe, as I aſſure you 
ſhe is engaged to Lord Lambert; and, 
I think, I may venture to affirm, that 
the whole world could not make any 
change in her ſentiments, they are ſo 
unalterably fixed. Their affection is 
mutual; and it is a match of love on 
both ſides, which is very uncommon 
in the preſent age : the general re- 
quiſite for faſhionable marriages mean- 
ing nothing more than a Jucrative 
eſtabliſhment, united to high connec- 
tions.“ | 


6 Your obſervation,” returned the 
colonel, © is very juſt, Affection is 
not now conſidered as an ingredient 
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19 
that is the leaſt neceſſary; and from 


this great error may we not trace the 
ſource of the many miſerable beings 


which are daily ſeen in the marriage- 


ſtate ?”—*< It is much to be regretted, 


certainly,“ replied Lady Newbery; 


&« and yet I cannot perceive how it is 
to be conquered, while luxury and 
diſſipation reign triumphant: for, if 
we make the caſe our own as a father 


or mother, how could we, in the pre- 


ſent age, withſtand the temptations of 
fortune? Should we not eſteem it 
above all other conſiderations, and 
endeavour to prevail with our chil- 
dren to think with us?” 


6% Ver y tr ue,” replied the colonel ; 
cc It 


1 Me - $ . „ 
ee oi > ar Oe. 3 4 
Nen, Ne =, 2 ERTIES J 2 5 2 
Nl WR ST " 7 9 oye Wig — 5 bo = 2 I © £0 
5 Feen. 1 * ** — 2 2 4 * 


6 os x 2 43% 
8 8 3 Ta”. bg 
i604 oh I ˙ EET "Ba 
- 8 ek * 


2 


5.5 2 
7 
+ Hh 


Tm 17 

& jt is natural to fall in with the 
times, let them be ever ſo abſurd and 
contrary to reaſon.” He then took 
his leave, ſaying, he had many viſits 
to make; but that, as there were few 
houſes that contained a ſubject ſo per- 
fely agreeable, of courſe he ſhould 
have no reaſon to pay ſuch long ones 
elſewhere. Lady Newbery ſmiled at 
the obſervation, and he withdrew. 


F 2 CHAP. 


3 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Repents of having agreed to be of the 
party with Miſs Malcomb againſt 
Georgina, 


L ADY Jemima's match being 
now quite ſettled with Mr. Preſton, 
ſhe could not help feeling much hurt 
at the thoughts of the wicked plan 
which Miſs Malcomb had invented ta 
render poor Georgina miſerable. She 
much regretted the part ſhe had pro- 
miſed to take; and determined to ſend 

for Miſs Malcomb, to inform her of 
her intention, 


This 


0 1 | 

This change in Lady Jemima's opi- 
nion of Georgina was the conſequence 
of what Mr. Preſton had related to 
her from Lord Lambert. Lady Je- 
mima was weak, and of courſe eaſily 
led by the art of ſuch a woman as 
Miſs Malcomb; but, when ſhe heard 
from Mr. Preſton of the very diſinte- 
reſted behaviour of Georgina, ſhe 
could not help lamenting that ſhe had 
engaged in ſo baſe a deſign. Theſe 
thoughts determined her immediately 
to ſend to Miſs Malcomb, and beg of 
her not to put in practice her inten- 
tion. 


Miſs Malcomb came directly, ima- 
gining that Lady Jemima wiſhed to 
know 


1 
* 1 1 


= ty 


[ 54 ] 
know how ſhe proceeded in the buſi- 
neſs ; but was extremely diſappointed, 


when ſhe found Lady Jemima had 


repented, and told her, without cere- 
mony, that ſhe would have nothing to 
do with ſo ſcandalous an affair; that 
ſhe was ſure Mr. Preſton would never 
forgive her, if he knew her capable of 
ſo ungenerous and baſe an action. 
Miſs Malcomb was highly exaſpe- 
rated; and declared ſhe could not on 
any account whatever retract, as ſhe 
had been at the expence of equipping; 
and, for what ſhe knew, all might be 
over, as ſhe ſuppoſed, by this time, 


Mrs. Nelſon had been with Georgina, 


*© Therefore, continued ſhe, with 
contempt, 
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Fl 
contempt, © your repentance has 
viſited you too late,” 


Poor Lady Jemima, who, though 
both vain and weak, was poſſeſſed of 
a good heart, declared ſhe was very 
unhappy, and would give the world 
ſhe had not been taken in to be a 
party concerned in ſo very malicious 
and unjuſtifiable a plan. Miſs Mal- 
comb laughed ; and told her, it was 
too late now for her ſqueamiſh fits, as 
ſhe was convinced the plan, that ſhe 
ſo much regretted, was put into exe- 
cution before this time; at leaſt, ſhe 
hoped ſo. f 


Fanchon, who was acquainted with 
the 


1 
the whole tranſaction, and who wiſhed 
Lord Lambert married to any body 
except her lady, thought ſhe would 
ſpeak, perceiving Lady Jemima was 
an unequal match for Miſs Malcomb, 
She began by ſaying—“ Vell, for 
my part, I don't pretend to be a judge 


of deſe tings; but I vou'd not for de 


world do no ſuch ting: for, ven I 
vent to bed, I ſhould lay vake all de 
night, tinking of how vicked I vas!” 


| Miſs Malcomb was now quite irri- 
tated; and, turning to Lady Jemima 
with contempt, ſaid, ſhe wondered 
how ſhe could be ſo mean as to let 
her ſervant into her ſecrets, and allow 


her to be impertinent to her friends. 
Lady 
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Lady Jemima replied, that, as to her 
letting Fanchon into her ſecrets, ſhe 
was happy enough not to have any 
that were worth keeping; but that 
ſne muſt allow, the opinion Fanchon 
had given on this ſubject was rather 


to her credit than otherwiſe. 


They were then interrupted by a 
ſervant coming to acquaint Lady Je- 
mima that Mr. Preſton was in the 
drawing-room. Lady Jemima de- 
fired him to ſay, ſhe would wait on 
him immediately, Miſs Malcomb 
and ſhe accordingly went down toge- 
ther. The old gentleman then met 
them at the door, calling out O 

here 


1 
here you are, looking as ſmart as a 


E 


carrot 
Miſs Malcomb, who was extremely 
mortified at the reſult of her viſit, 
looked with the utmoſt contempt at 
Mr. Preſton, and alſo at Lady Je- 
mima. He did not, however, regard 
that; but ſaid “ I came to tell you 
that Lord Lambert dines with us to- 
day: for, you muſt know, that our 
Tom and he are the greateſt friends that 
ever were; and I cannot but ſay, it 
is my pride that Tom ſhould keep 
ſuch high company. For, as I often 
ſay, what is to be got by looking be- 
low us? I never grudges any thing 
that is proper for ſuch as he, Why, 
there 
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there is Tom has hired a man, look 


1 you, to dreſs the dinner; and J ſaid 


nothing againſt it, becauſe he inſiſted 
it was right: for, he ſaid, he was ſure 
my lord had never been uſed to din- 
ners dreſſed by women. For my part, 
I ſhould think Old Nick himſelf 
could not find out the difference; for, 
to my way of thinking, when a thing 
15 roaſted, why 1t 1s roaſted.” 


Miſs Malcomb, who had with dif- 
ficulty kept her countenance all this 
time, now burſt out into ſo violent a 
fit of laughter, that Mr, Preſton could 
not help obſerving it ; and, going up 
to her, ſaid “ Well, I am glad I 


have made you ſo merry; for you 
| looked 


„„ 
looked confoundedly croſs and in the 
dumps before. But I can tell you,” 
continued he, © laughing becomes 
you beſt, as it gives you an opportu- 
nity of ſhewing thoſe white pegs of 
your's. —Come,” continued he, «will 
you like to make uſe of them with us 
to-day ? I am ſure Tom will be very 
glad to ſee you; and, I can tell you, 
the dinner is to be as good a one as 
any lord in the land could give. When 
_ I do things, I do not like to do them 
like a ſcrub,” 


Miſs Malcomb was ready to die 
with laughing, but endeavoured to 
conceal it; and ſaid, ſhe ſhould be 


particularly happy to have the honour 
of 
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of waiting on him, had ſke not been 
unfortunately engaged. Why, as 
for the honour, repeated Mr. Preſ- 
ton, I cannot think but that you 
are making your game, when you ſay 
that to ſuch a plain kind of man as 
me: but this I can ſay, that if you 
come, why, you will be heartily wel- 
come,” 


Miſs Malcomb thanked him again; 
and Lady Jemima endeavoured to 
turn the converſation, by ſaying, ſhe 
heard Lord Lambert was very ſoon to 
be married to Miſs Neville, 80 I 
hear,“ replied Mr. Preſton, © What 
a pretty girl ſne is! Tom ſhewed her 
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me the other day. How ſly my lord 
was! he kept it all ſnug to himſelf. I 
hear ſhe has not a penny of for- 
tune!“ No,” ſays Miſs Malcomb; 
* that's true enough! She owes a 
great deal to her pretty face! Does ſhe 
not?” turning to Mr. Preſton; who 
ſaid— Why, as for that, ſhe has not 


got him yet, ſo we cannot tell any 


thing of the matter; for, as the ſaying 
is, A bird in the hand is worth two 
in the buſh!” | 
« That's true enough,” returned 
Miſs Malcomb; | * ſhe may yet meet 
with a diſappointment, 'as you ſay: 
and, you know, it is all owing to 
Lady Jemima that ſhe had any chance 
of 
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IL 63. ] 
of Lord Lambert; for, certainly, if 
ſhe had not changed her mind, Lord 


Lambert would never have changed 


bis — Why, as for that, I muſt ſay, 
I believe you are miſinformed; for I 
do not think he ever, what you call 
properly, loved Lady Jemima. And 
ſo I muſt ſay, I think it is better as it 
is; for, as Lady Jemima is born a 
lady, why her marrying a lord, for the 
ſake of his being a lord, would be a 
fooliſh ſort of a buſineſs, as The is a 
lady without his help. That is ſuffi- 
cient; and I think ſhe has done what 
I call the right thing, to chuſe a good 
ſort of young fellow, like my. ſon, 
that will know how to make much of 
her,” 


G 2 Lady 


( * 7] 

Lady Jemima ſaid, ſhe was perfect. 
ly ſatisfied with her choice. And,” 
continued ſhe, looking at Miſs Mal- 
comb, I hope you are ſo too with 
your Sir Harry Freeman?“ —“ Sir 
Harry Freeman!“ repeated Mr. Preſ- 
ton; ” why, as for him, I cannot ſay, 
if I was a lady, that he would be ex- 
actly my choice; for, in my opinion, 
he is but a poor, half. ſtarved looking 
piece of goods when dreſſed, which 
he always is to a pin's point, as the 
faying is.“ 


« Well, you know,” replied Miſs 
Malcomb, “ taſtes differ; and I muſt 


own, I think any defect better than 


that of vulgarity, and it is very diffi- 
cult 
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44 
cult not to run into either extreme.” — 
« True, Madam,” returned Mr. 
Preſton, who now perceived ſhe meant 
him. © I never thinks much about 
the opinion 'of a parcel of young 
girls ; for, though I wear a plain coat, 
I am, perhaps, as good a gentleman 
as thoſe that wear a finer.” He then 
looked at his watch; and faid, he 
muſt be gone, as he had | got | fo dreſs 
for = lord. Ps 


That was juſt what Miſs Malcomb 
wiſhed, as ſhe intended ſtaying him 
out, that ſhe might have an oppor- 
tunity of again ſpeaking to Lady Je- 
mima, to requeſt that, if ſhe would 
not be concerned in that affair, ſhe 

G 3 would 
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would get her to promiſe not to ex- 


poſe her in the buſineſs. 


Lady Jemima had followed Mr. 
Preſton out ; and, when ſhe returned, 
Miſs Malcomb began upon her im- 
mediately, ſaying — © Good God! 


Lady Jemima, how can you ſo eaſily 


look over the exceſſive vulgarity of 
Mr. Preſton? I own myſelf, that 1 


could not bear the idea of calling 


ſuch a creature my father!“ “ Why, 
I don't know what to ſay about that,” 


replied Lady Jemima; © every body 


muſt agree with you that he is ex- 
tremely eccentric, but we all know 
he is really a gentleman ; and what 
is much more eſtimable to me, is, 


that 
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that he poſſeſſes a good heart: ſor 
though, in his own expences, he ap- 
pears remarkably penurious, yet I 
have known him even to be laviſh in 
his donations in caſes of diſtreſs,” — 

« Well, if that accompliſhment will 
make up to you for the want of com- 


mon behaviour, you are eaſily pleaſed! 
For my part, I ſhould be terribly 


afraid of the ſon's taking after the 
papa, ſaid ſhe, with a ſneer; © for 


notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of his 
education, every perſon of underſtand- 


ing will allow the force of example to 
be very powerful in it's effects.“ 


cc J cannot ſee the truth of what 
you aſſert,” recurned Lady Jemima ; 
es but, 


[ 68 1 
& but, was Mr. Preſton a thouſand 


times more extraordinary than he 1s, 
it would by no means prejudice me 


againſt his ſon, as he is certainly a 
moſt amiable young man; and, out 


of doubt very well looking.” 


« Well,” continued Miſs Mal- 
comb, © every body ſhould learn to 
Judge what concerns their own happi- 
neſs, But, a propos,” continued ſhe, 
« about Miſs Neville, you know. 
Are you determined not to keep your 
word about the expence ? becauſe you 
muſt recolle& what you promiſed.” — 


« I do perfectly recolle& having 
made the promiſe,” repeated Lady 


Jemima; © but can aſſure you, I 
now 
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( 3 
now moſt heartily repent of it, as I 
can by no means anſwer to myſelf 
having any part in ſo baſe a ſcheme; 
and beg you will not urge me farther, 
as I now declare, 1 entirely relinquiſh 
the promiſe I made to you.” 


« Good God!” exclamed Miſs 
Malcomb, quite confounded at the 
determined manner ſhe obſerved in 


Lady Jemima, © I cannot think what 


has happened to you ſince I ſaw you 
laſt! I really believe you have turned 
Methodiſt, you are ſo preciſe and cau- 
tious of what you ſay and do. What 
is to become of me? J am left quite 
in the lurch, and that at the critical 


moment! It has coſt me near a hun- 


dred 


1 
dred pounds to fit out Mrs. Nelſon 
and her brats; and muſt ſay, I think 
it extremely ſhabby of you to be off 
now,” 


“That is by no means my reaſon; 
for I would give you double the ſum 
for any other purpoſe ; but all your 
perſuaſions ill not prevail with me 
to have any thing to do in the buſi- 
neſs : I really am quite determined.” 


Miſs Malcomb, finding it was to 
no purpoſe to contradict her any far- 
ther, began to think it would be ne- 
ceſſary to prevail with Lady Jemima, 
at leaſt, to be ſilent on the ſubject, as 
it was impoſſible for her now to re- 

tract. 
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E 
tract. She therefore begged, if ſhe 
would not aſſiſt, that ſhe would not 
be the cruel cauſe of her being ex- 
poſed. Lady Jemima heſitated; but, 
at laſt, ſaid, ſhe would not herſelf 
name the ſubject; but. that ſhe would 


by all means adviſe Miſs Malcomb to 


give up a ſcheme ſo replete with ill- 
naiure and deceit. But Miſs Mal- 
comb ſaid, as it had gone ſo far, ſhe 
was determined, let the event be ever 
ſo diſagreeable, not to recede. Lady 
Jemima then offered to pay the whole 
expence, if ſhe would have the pru- 
dence to give it up: but ſhe re- 
fuſed poſitively; aſſerting, that ſhe 
was aware of the worſt conſequences 
that could reſult from it, and would 

meet 
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meet them all, even without her aſſiſt· 


ance. 


She then took leave of Lady 
Jemima, who was very glad to be re- 
leaſed from her. In going out, ſhe 
met Mrs. Haines and Georgina, who 
ſaid, they were going to make a viſit 
to Lady Jemima.. Miſs Malcomb 
was much provoked at this, as ſhe 
was fcarful that Lady. Jemima would 
betray her. They were admitted; 
and Lady Jemima met Georgina with 
the greateſt good-humour ; and ſaid, 


ſhe hoped they ſhould be ſoon inti- 
mate friends. Georgina thanked her. 
Lady Jemima then ſaid, ſne could not 
omit taking the firſt opportunity of 


thanking 
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thanking her for the very diſintereſted 


and handſome behaviour reſpecting 
herſelf and Lord Lambert. Georgina 
bowed ; and ſaid, ſhe could not per- 
ceive that ſhe merited any praiſe, - 
as what ſhe had done was no more 
than in juſtice was due to Lady Je- 
mima. | 


The converſation, then, became 
general; and Mrs. Haines ſaid, ſhe 
muſt wiſh Lady Jemima a good moru- 
ing, as ſhe had other viſits to make. 
Lady Jemima then ſhook hands with 


| Georgina, and begged ſhe might have 
the pleaſure of ſceing her often. Geor- 


gina thanked her, and they withdrew, 
Mrs. Haines remarked, that Lady 
Vol. II. H | Jemima 
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Jemima was much improved. 1 
do not mean,” continued ſhe, © in 
ker perſon, but in her manners. Her 
behaviour uſed to be very vain and 
affected; but, to- day, I could not 
perceive any thing of the kind.“ — 
c No, indeed!“ replied Georgina; 
c“ ſhe appears to me perfectly good- 
humoured.” Mrs. Haines then ac- 
companied Georgina as far as Lady 
Newbery's, and wiſhed her a good 


morning, 


CHAP. 


1 


CHAP. XXV. 


Miſs Malcomb is much irritated againſt 
Georgina, from the very cold manner 
of Lady Newbery's behavicur to ber. 


Wu E. N Georgina returned home, 
Lady Newbery told her there was com- 
pany expected at dinner. Lord 
Lambert, of courſe, is one,” continu— 
ed ſhe; * and your new admirer, the 
colonel, 1s alſo invited; of conſe- 
quence, you may expect to be greatly 
attended to between them.” Geor- 
gina ſmiled; and ſaid, ſhe would 
diſpenſe with the attention of the Jat- 
ter, as ſhe was by no means a coquette 


FEY and, 


. 


and, indeed, had neither eyes, ears, or 


attention, except for Lord Lambert. 
Lady Newbery laughed; and faid, 
that would not prevent their having 
the pleaſure of admiring her. © Colo- 


nel Simmons is very much charmed 


with you, indeed,“ continued Lady 
Newbery; © ſo highly, that I am 
convinced he would propoſe, if you 
had not been engaged to Lord Lam- 
bert.“ 


« J am forry for it,” replied Geor- 
gina, © if he is ſerious; but I ſhould 
imagine that to be impoſſible, from 


only ſecing a perſon once or twice.“ — 


&« On! but you are much miſtaken,” 


returned Lady Newbery ; “ for he 
1s 
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is juſt the kind of man to be violently 
attached in a moment. He requires 
not length of time for conſideration, 
but concludes without heſitation ; 


which, in my opinion, 1s the way to 


be happy: for, on the contrary, peo- 


ple that are ſo very full of reflection, 
wear themſelves out, and render their 
lives unhappy, in endeavouring to de- 
termine, by which means they ſeldom 


accompliſh any thing.“ 


« Then,“ replied Georgina, © you 
are an advocate ſor quick determina- 
tion; but do you not think them 
ſubject to error? whereas one miſtake 


of importance may render the remain- 
der of life wretched,” ': Your ob- 
* ſervation 


1 
ſervation is both ſenſible and juſt,” 
replied Lady Newbery; © and yet I 
cannot give up my good opinion of 
haſty concluſions, even in points of 
the utmoſt conſequence, I have ſo 
often known them to be ſucceſsful.” 


While they were talking, Miſs 
Malcomb came to the door, and was 
admitted. She had watched Geor- 
gina home, and had determined to 
call; as, by that means, ſhe ſhould 
have an opportunity of obſerving if 


any thing had tranſpired from Lady 


Jemima. Lady Newbery had now, 
from her own obſervation, added to 
what Mrs. Haines had told her con- 
cerning the very miſchievous diſpoſi- 

tion 
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[99 1 
tion of Miſs Malcomb, taken fo great 
a diſlike to her, that ſhe received her 


rather with coldneſs. This viſible 


change in Lady Newbery did not 


| paſs unnoticed by Miſs Malcomb, 


who was full of obſervation. She 
concluded that ſhe was obliged to 
Georgina for it, and congratulated 
herſelf at the proſpe& ſhe had of ſuch 
ample revenge. She returned home, 
burſting with envy and malice, fully 
determined to ſet Mrs. Nelſon im- 
mediately to work. She accordingly 
called upon her, and wrote the copy 
of the note that was to be ſent to 
Georgina. She over and over cau- 
tioned her to remember the directions 
that had been given. 

| The 


— 


1 

The unfortunate Mrs. Nelſon again 
promiſed to fulfil, to the beſt of her 
judgment, what ſhe had undertaken; 
though, in her heart, ſhe was ſhocked 
at the wickedneſs of the plan: but 
poverty again prevailed over prin- 
ciple, and ſhe determined to overcome 
the remonſtrances of conſcience, and 
think of nothing but her intereſt and 
ſucceſs in this perplexing plan. She 
had repeated to herſelf fo often what 
Miſs Malcomb had bid her ſay, when 
ſhe ſhould firſt ſee Georgina, that ſhe $ 
had it by heart; but what ſhe moſt 
feared, was, that ſhe ſhould not be 
able to keep up the appearance of de- 
ceit that was neceſſary to ſave her 


from being ſuſpected as an impoſtor. 
Theſe 
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Theſe reflections rendered her ex- 
tremely miſerable; but, notwithſtand- 
ing, as ſhe had embarked, found it 
would be impoſſible to retreat: there- 
fore determined to divert thought 
till the moment arrived that ſhe was 
to attend the unſuſpicious Georgina. 


| Miſs Malcomb had been ſo entire- 
ly taken up with this treacherous buſi- 
neſs, that it had prevented her ſeeing 


Sir Harry Freeman, as much as he 


expected; added to which, notwith- 
ſtanding he was not remarkable for 
obſcrvation, yet he could not help 
perceiving ſhe was extremely abſent, 
and did not appear quite at eaſe, This 


he ſeveral times mentioned ; but ſhe 
artfully 


1991 
artfully evaded giving him any direct 
anſwer; ſaying, matrimony was a 


matter of ſufficient conſequence ta, oc- 
caſion an air of gravity. This reply was 
very well received by Sir Harry ; who, 
being himſelf a very innocent cha- 
racter, was conſequently the leſs given 
to ſuſpicion, 


Their marriage was to take place 
in about a fortnight; therefore, 
Miſs Malcomb had a great deal of 
buſineſs on her hands, as ſhe never paſl- 
ed one day without ſeeing Mrs. Nelſon 
to keep up her ſpirits; for ſhe per- 
ceived that ſhe was burt at the part 
ſhe had to tranſact: added to which, 
the was ſenſible Mrs. Nelſon's feelings 
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5 would be till more alarmed when ſhe 
beheld the artleſs Georgina. All theſe 
© conſiderations could not but affect the 


countenance of Miſs Malcomb; which 
change in her appearance, as well as 
in her ſpirits, was too evident to paſs - 
unobſerved even by her common ac- 


quaintance. 


Poor Mrs. Nelſon was really an ob- 


ü ect of pity, as ſhe could not baniſh 


diſagreeable reflections : : ſhe was there- 
fore a conſtant viſitor to the ſervants of 
Miſs Malcomb, who were all much 
ſurprized at the notice they obſerved 


their young lady took of her; when 


they knew that it was but a few 
months back that ſhe was in the 
oreateſt 


* 


L 84 J 

greateſt diſtreſs, had applied to Miis 
Malcomb for relief, and met with a pe- 
remptory refuſal; beſides giving poſitive 
orders, that no future meſſage would 
be received by her from Mrs. Nelſon. 
Theſe obſervations made them ſuſpect, 
that there was ſome very particular 
buſineſs in agitation, which intereſted 
her ſo much in favour of Mrs, 
Nelſon. 


Thus all her art and caution 
did not entirely preclude a ſuſpicion 


of ſomething. Notwithſtanding the 
ſubject remained a ſecret, the ſervants 


became jealous of the attention which 
they perceived Miſs Malcomb paid 
to the unfortunate Mrs. Nelſon; and 

determined, 
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determined, if poſſible, to find out 


what ſubject they were upon, when 
alone. They accordingly attempted 
to liſten at the door; but found it of 
no uſe, as they ſpoke ſo extremely low, 
it rendered it impoſſible to make out 
a ſyllable of their converſation. 


There now remained but a very 
ſhort period for them to be troubled 
with the company of Mrs. Nelfon, 
as the time was fixed for her ſeeing 
Georgina in three days: after that, 
ſhe would be too much engroſſed to 
ſpend her time with them. Beſides, 
Miſs Malcomb thought it both pru- 
dent and neceſſary for Mrs, Nelſon to 
return to the country as ſoon as poſ- 

Vor. II. 3 ſible, 


1091 
ſible, after having ſeen Georgina; that 
being the moſt likely means of evad- 
ing a diſcovery. | 


Miſs Malcomb had been fo re- 
peatedly raillied on account of her 
gravity, that ſhe determined, if poſ- 
fible, to wear a chearful countenance, 
notwithſtanding the repulſe ſhe had 
met with from Lady Jemima had 
been a great diſappointment to her, 
as ſhe was vexed at finding the whole 
of the expence muſt inevitably fall 
upon herſelf. She, however, was con- 
ſoled with the ptoſpect of ſucceſs, 
which ſhe conſidered as an ample re- 
compence for both trouble and loſs. 


CHAP. 


1 


CHAP, XXVI. 


Georgina is much ſurprixed at the ap- 
pearance and manner of the elder Mr. 
Preſton. 


L ADY Newbery had forgot to 
tell Georgina, that ſhe expected Lady 
Jemima Erwin, Mr. Preſton, and his 
ſon alſo, at dinner. She had never 
ſeen either of theſe gentlemen; but, 
when they arrived, Georgina was much 
ſtruck with the extraordinary appear- 
ance of the elder Mr. Preſton. He had 
determined to be fine; and, for that 
purpole, appeared in a coat which, in 
it's day, had been a very coſtly one, 

£2. as 
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as it was all covered with embroidery, 


that time had rendered a copper co- 
lour: added to which, the ſleeves were 
ſo long, that it was with difficulty he 

kept them out of his own plate, or 
| that of his neighbour. He had 
laced ruffles, which reached to the 
ends of his fingers, that were alſo 
turned of a copper colour; and, to 
finiſh his dreſs, he wore a large wig 


with three tails, 


He was, apparently, diſconcerted; 
as, at his entrance, the eyes of the 
whole room were evidently fixed upon 
him. Lo:d Lambert whiſpered Geor- 
gina—who could with difficulty re- 
frain from laughing aloud—that he 
5 was 
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was one of the beſt creatures in the 
world, but very extraordinary in his 
appearance. Georgina remarked how 
* fortunate it was that Miſs Malcomb 
was not of the party, as ſhe would 
have worried him to death. 


Lord Lambert then went up to 
him, and ſhook hands. Mr. Preſton, 
upon that, reſumed a little courage, 
as he was before much diſconcerted 
at the conſternation he had evidently 
thrown the whole company into; and 
it was ſtill more mortifying that his 
ſon had told him, he would be the 
laugh of the company, if he attempted 
to go in that dreſs : but he would not 
attend to him, declaring that he 

= would 


[oY 
would dreſs himſelf as he thought 
proper; for he ſhould never think of 
dreſſing like a boy, with a ſhallow 
coat and tight ſleeves, pinching him 
up like a fool, and ſhoes to the ends 
of his toes—Not he, indeed, for any 
body, as he thought himſelf very pro- 
perly dreſſed for his time of life ; at 
leaſt, he. was determined to go as he 
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Was. 


Young Mr. Preſton, finding it to 
no purpoſe to endeavour to prevail 
upon his father to make any change, 
left him to do as his own whimſical 
fancy ſhould direct. He knew very : 
well, that the conſequence of his very 
ridiculous appearance would occaſion 

| a gene- 
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a general laugh; but, as he frequently 
did theſe unaccountable things, they 
were the leſs mortifying to his ſon, as 
he was known, by all that had ever ſeen 
him, to be a very ſingular. character, 
Yet, notwithſtanding theſe particu- 
larities, he was in many reſpects 


amiable, 


At dinner, he happened to fit next 
to Georgina. She found him rather 
troubleſome, on account of the length 
of his coat-fleeves, which once or 
twice were in her plate. He made 
many aukward apologies for this miſ- 
fortune, as he terined it. The co- 
lonel then begged to change ſeats with 

Georgina; 


LL WJ | 
Georgina; declaring, ſhe muſt be very 
unpleaſantly ſituated. 


Mr. Preſton, who was evidently 
mortified at the obſervation, ſaid, he 
was very ſorry he had been ſo unfortu- 
nate as to offend the young lady by the 
length of his cuffs; but that he would 
pin them up, ſooner than not have her 
next him. Georgina begged he would 
not make any apologies about the 
matter; declaring, that ſhe was per- 
fectly ſatisfied with her ſituation. 
« Well, then,” returned Mr. Preſton, 
* you are as ſenſible as you are hand- 
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ſome; which is more than comes to 
your ſhare, for I have obſerved that 
moſt beauties are great fools!” 


This 
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This ſpeech, added to the fingu- 
larity of his manner, threw the whole 
company into a fit of laughter; which 
ſurprized him extremely, as, he ſaid, 
he could not conceive what made 
them ſo merry. But,” continued 
he, winking, © let them laugh while 


eat; and I wonder who will have 
the beſt of it!“ : 


The colonel ſeemed to look with 
great contempt at him; but the reſt 
of the company, being leſs pompous, 
were extremely entertained: Lord 
Newbery, in particular, was quite de- 
lighted; which Mr. Preſton perceiv- 
ing, addreſſed himſelf to him every 
inſtant, 


Young 
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Young Mr. Preſton could not avoid 

being mortified at the very ſtrange 
behaviour, as well as groteſque ap- 
pearance, of his father, Mr. Preſton 
obſerved his ſon was looking at him, 
by which he gueſſed he wiſhed him to 
be ſilent; and inſtantly bawled out 
« Aye, aye, you may look ! but no- 
body minds you, I can tell you that; 
for I will have my way, let it be how 
it will. I would ſtay at home for ever, 


if I was not to ſay what I liked when 
T came out.“ 


The ſon, who was much provoked, 
ſaid “ Good God! Sir, I am ſure I 
had no improper meaning. I am al- 
ways glad to ſee you entertained.” — 


cc Why, 


L 

« Why, now, replied Mr. Preſton, 
e how can you ſay ſo, Tom? when, 
4 you know, in the morning, you beg- 
. ged I would not talk much, as there 
would be ſtrange company, and want- 
ed me not to put on this coat and wig ! 
But I do not chuſe to be tutored all 
my life ; for, if I have not had a great 
education, I know a well what I 
ſay, and what I mean.” —* Aye, that 
you do,” replied Lord Newbery, as 
well as any man in England!“ 


The ladies then retired ; and Lady 
Jemima declared, ſhe had ſuffered ex- 
tremely for young Mr. Preſton; who, 
ſhe could perceive, was vaſtly morti- 
fied at his father's odd behaviour. 

« For, * 


1 
x For,” continued the, « though 1 
am very much in his company, I never 
ſaw him behave ſo ſtrangely as he did 
this day; and what made it much 
' worſe, was that inſolent Colonel Sim. 
mons. I was afraid, ſeveral times, 
he would have affronted the old gen- 


tleman, as he i is ſometimes very eaſily 
offended. F 


e So was I,” replied Georgina, © al- 
moſt frightened out of my ſenſes ; for 
I ſhould be exceſſively ſorry to have 
been the cauſe of any inſolent remarks 
from the colonel on Mr. Preſton.— 

« I own,” ſaid Lady Newbery, © I 
was vaſtly alarmed, as I know the 
colonel to be capable of ſaying very 
harſh 
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harſh things, when he pleaſes; and 
certainly would on this occaſion, if he 
had not perceived that Lord Newbery 
paid particular attention to Mr. 


Preſton,” 


Lady Jemima then faid, that ſhe 


really was afraid that Mr. Preſton 


would grow worſe, inſtead of better; 
& As,” continued ſhe, * the whim 
of wearing that coat and wig only 
commenced yeſterday, upon his din- 
ing with Lord Lambert. But I in- 
tend to ſet them on fire, on my wed- 
ding - day. I told his ſon ſo; and he 
declares he will ſtorm the houſe for a 
month, as he has more regard for his 
old trumpery than his whole eſtate. 

Vor. II. = He 


E 
He has got an old thread-bare brown 
coat, that is not worth a ſhilling, 
which he wears in common; and, I 
ſuppoſe, intends to continue for ſome 
time. I told him, the other day, that 
his valet's place muſt be but a bad 
one; and only obſerve what a quick 


anſwer he gave me! He ſaid, then, he 


would recommend him to Fanchon, 
my maid, for a huſband; and that 
would be ample recompence, as her 


place was worth half a dozen com- 


mon ones. There was ſome truth in 
the remark, certainly,“ continued 
Lady Jemima ; „ 25 I believe I am 
more whimſical about my dreſs than 


other people,” 
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« If you are,” returned Lady New- 


bery, © you have a right to be ſo, as 


your fortune is ſo very ſuperior to 


moſt ladies.“ —“ So it is,“ replied 


Lady Jemima; © and Why ſhould 1 


hoard my money? People that do, 


could they peep out of their graves, 
would only have the mortification of 
finding that their heirs would contrive 
to ſpend, in a ſhort time, what they 
had beenſcraping together all their 
lives. On that account, I am deter- 
mined to enjoy the whole of my in- 
come, I told Preſton ſo the other 
day; and he is quite of my opinion, 
having ſeen too much of the conſe- 
quence of a contrary conduct in his 

= father, 
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father, who will ſcarcely allow himſelf 
neceflary cloathing with a clear eſtate 
of three thouſand per annum. But, 
notwithſtanding this unaccountable 
propenfity to meanneſs in the charac. 
ter of Mr. Preſton, I muſt do him the 
Juſtice to ſay, that, in caſes of diſtreſs, 
his purſe is always ready; and he 
ſeems to have more real enjoyment in 
giving his money for the benefit of 
others, than the reſt of the world can 
boaſt in ſpending it upon them- 
ſelves.” 


«© You ſurprize me much,” re- 
turned Lady Newbery, by the ac- 
count you have given of Mr. Preſton! 
It will prevent me, in future, from 
forming 
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forming haſty opinions of characters. 
You have,” continued Lady New- 
bery, © raiſed Mr. Preſton ſo much 
in my eſtimation, that I look upon 
him with the greateſt reſpect; and the 
coat he wears, which is in itſelf quite 
ſingular—yet, as by that mode of 
ceconomy he is enabled to render the 
wretched happy, does not that con- 
duct, which before was a matter of 
ridicule, become both worthy our ad- 
miration, and even our imitation?“ 


< Indeed, I think ſo,” replied Lady 
Jemima. It hurt me extremely to 
fee the inſolent manner of the colonel 
to Mr. Preſton,” —* There is,“ an- 
ſwered Lady Newbery, © perhaps, not 
- often 
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often to be ſeen together, two cha- 
racters ſo oppoſite as thoſe of the co- 
lonel and Mr. Preſton : for, notwith- 
ſtanding Colonel Simmons pofleſſes 
double the fortune of the other gen- 
tleman; yet, were you to paint to him 
the moſt wretched picture of diſtreſs 
imaginable, I am ſorry to ſay, you 
would retire from him, leaving him as 
you found him, neither hurt in his 
feelings nor pocket. And yet this is 
a man that the whole world are vain of 
being ſuppoſed to live intimately with, 
as he has the reputation of being ele- 
gant in a degree, His entertainments 


are certainly very ſuperb, as he never 


ſpares 5 for the . of 
his vanity.“ 


Georgina, 
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Georgina, who had remained en- 
tirely ſilent, then ſaid, with great mo- 
deſty—* I am ſurprized that my dear 
Lady Newbery, who juſtly holds in 


contempt the character of Colonel 


Simmons, ſhould, with the reſt of the 
world, deſire ſo much of his com- 
pany!” Lady Newbery ſmiled; and 


faid— The ſimplicity of your ob- 
| fervation I cannot but be diverted 


with. But when,” continued ſhe, 
«« you have been as long 1n the world 
as I have, you will know that it is as 
neceſſary to fill up our rooms with 
theſe kind of people, as it is to adorn 
them with fine furniture. The diffe- 
rence 1s,” continued Lady Newbery, 
** that we cannot eſteem them; we 

cannot 


D => 
_ Tx 


— . — JE"; : 


—— — 
FRED: 


3 


— 
n PR — 
* = * 8 * 
n 
Pm " 4 
3 


Pp 2 


"© - TI A - 
— . —_ l N = 
YO 1 jr = ae 22 Po 
rr * : 
os £44 ih bo Nn 5 


, r 
— F 4 
ee 

— 


1 
o 
1 
0 
n 
o * 
— 
l ; 
1 * 
d " 4 
- 
= * ky 
Py j 
© 
1 | 
11 1 
0 
9 ' 
_ 
4 
* 
3 
18 
i 
| 
= 
4 
1 
U 
1 * 
2 
5 * 
i 
J. 1 
4 i 
oy [ 
bd i 
8 
, N 
u * 
» 1 
10 ' 
RH 1; 5 
* 
Hl 1 
1 
1 
13 . 
* 1 
f 
if - 7 
it, o 
. 
" « 
: 
447 
+017 
i 
$: 
* 
o 
Ys 
» 4+ 
if 
1 Pp 
F 
x 
» 
l ' 
> +4T LE) 
$11) 
N 
o 
a on 
Ls 
! 
i, 
N 
* 
* 
175 
4 
14 
11 
U 
by 
U 
; 
4 
? * 
4 
2 
— | 
4. * 
42 
! | 
4 0 
- N 
1 * ö 
1 þ * 
BY 
4 | 
; | 
A 4 


IL 


 Eannot become intimate with them; 
nor could we, ſhould it be neceſſary, 


L 10 1 


render them the ſmalleſt ſervice,” 


The gentlemen were then coming 
up ſtairs, which prevented farther 
converſation. Lady Newbery imme- 
diately went up to Mr. Preſton, and 


engaged him to be of her party at 


whiſt, at which he appeared pleaſed. 
Lord Lambert was paying his uſual 
attention to Georgina; when Colonel 
Simmons came up to her, ſaying— 
<« I was extremely alarmed, leſt the 
beauty of Miſs Neville's dreſs ſhould 
ſuffer through that ridiculous old 
fool, Mr. Preſton,” 


Georgina, 
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Georgina, who had ſo recently 
heard ſo charming a character of the 
gentleman he had ſpoke of in ſo lu- 
dicrous and contemptible a manner, 
ſaid, ſhe did not hold the beauty of 
her gown, even had he injured it, 
worthy being noticed, as ſhe ſhould 


have been much vexed to have occa- 


ſioned him the leaſt mortification. 


The colonel was evidently both 
ſurprized and mortified at her want 
of attention to him, as well as with 
the contempt ſhe had treated what he 


| had ſaid: upon which, aſſuming an 


air of great negligence, he ſaid, that, 
if her good-humour extended to the 
younger part of their ſex in as great a 

f degree 
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degree as it did to the old, he pre- 
ſumed it would be the occaſion of 


much happineſs, as it was certainly in 


the power of Miſs Neville to be the 


cauſe either of happineſs or miſery, 


as ſhe thought proper. 


This fine compliment was received 
with ſilence by Georgina; who, from 
Lady Newbery's deſcription of Co— 
lonel Simmons, could not avoid hold- 
ing him in the utmoſt contempt.— 
Lady Jemima Erwin then joined them, 
and the converſation became more 


general, 


1 


CHAP. XXVII. 


Mrs. Nelſon has an interview with 
Wn Georgina, 


: TRE day was now arrived that 
had been fixed by Miſs Malcomb for 
Georgina to be ſeen by Mrs. Nelſon. 
The method they had contrived was, 
by ſending a note to Georgina; ſigni- 
fying that a young woman, whom ſhe 
had formerly known very well, was 
in the utmoſt diſtreſs imaginable; and 
begged ſhe would have the goodneſs 
to call at her lodgings, as by that 
means ſhe would be convinced of the 
reality of the caſe, 


Georgina 
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Georgina was from home when this 
meſſage arrived. On her return, ſhe 
ſhewed it Lady Newbery ; who ſaid— 
00 Well, you can but go and ſee what 
it means: a ſervant ſhall attend you 
when you plenſe; and, if it ſhould be a 
caſe of real diſtreſs, I ſhall be very happy 
to join in aſſiſting to relieve her.” 


Georgina accordingly ſet out, in 
great ſpirits, and full of the ſatisfac- 
tion that would reſult from having it 
in her power to aſſiſt ſome poor un- 
fortunate perſon. She was directed to 
go to a ſtationer's, in Mount Street, 
where ſhe arrived exactly at the time 
that had been fixed; and was much 


ſurprized, on entering, at being ſhewn 
into 


L 109 ] 

iato 2 very handſome apartment, 
where ſhe found ſitting a very beauti- 
ful young woman, with three fine 
children, all remarkably well dreſſed. 
She ſtarted back upon entering ; and 


ſaid, with ſome ſurprize, there muſt 
be ſome miſtake, as ſhe came in ſearch 
of ſome perſon in diſtreſs; and was 
retreating, when Mrs. Nelſon caught 
her by the gown, ſaying—“ Stop, 
Madam; I am the diſtreſſed perſon 
you come in ſearch of.“ 


Georgina looked at her with the. 
greateſt ſurprize; which ſhe obſerving, 
ſaid, her diſtreſs was not of a common 
nature, nor could ſhe be relieved by 
any perſon but Miſs Neville. 

Vor. II, L © Good 


90 
« Good heavens!” replied Geor- 
gina, © what can you mean! How 
can it be poſſible for me to relieve 


you, who am an entire ſtranger?” 
oy True, Madam,” returned the 
trembling Mrs. Nelſon, ** you are ſo; 
and yet my fate depends wholly upon 
your goodneſs and generoſity. Tou 
can either fix my miſery, or relieve it. 
To you, therefore, I make this ſuppli- 
cation,” continued ſhe, falling upon 
her knees. 


Georgina, whoſe ſurprize is more 
eaſily imagined than deſcribed, at- 
tempted to raiſe her; at the ſame time 
declaring ſhe might command her 

ſervice 
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ſervice in any reſpect within her 
power. 


Mrs. Nelfon then ſighed; and 
ſaid—“ Ah, Madam ! you know not 
how nearly it intereſts yourſelf,” — 
«© How can that be,” replied Geor- 
gina, © when I am ſo particularly cir- 
cumſtanced as to have no near rela- 
tions?“ 


Mrs. Nelſon then ſaid “ Are you 
not acquainted with Lord Lambert?“ 
— Lord Lambert!“ repeated the 
aſtoniſhed Georgina: „ Yes, certain- 
ly; I know him very well. But 
what can you mean?“ —< ] mean, 
Madam,” replied the confuſed Mrs. 

5 fot Nelſon, 
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Nelfon, “ that to him I owe all my 
unhappineſs, Theſe children,” point- 
ing to them, © are his; and I, 
Madam—how can I deſcribe ſo pain- 


ful a ſituation lam the unfortunate 


mother,” 


She then burſt into tears; and the 
wretched Georgina ſtood fixed with 


amazement and horror. Mrs. Nelſon 
was almoſt as much an object of pity 


as her, being ready to ſink at the idea 
of the baſe part ſhe was acting. 


In this ſituation Georgina remain- 
ed for ſome time: at length, recover- 
ing herſelf, ſhe ſaid -“ And what 


is required of the unfortunate Geor- 
gina? 


0774.0 
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gina? What can ſhe do to relieve 
fuch diſtreſs ??* Ah, Madam!“ 
returned Mrs. Nelſon, ** I was happy 
till he became acquainted with the 
beautiful Miſs Neville ; ſince which, 
he rejects his once beloved Mary, 
and her innocent offspring. He 
has deceived me; I was young; and 
where is the female that could with- 
ſtand the entreaties of the engaging 
and amiable Lord Lambert?“ 


Georgina ſtood petrified and loſt. 
Mrs. Nelſon continued“ But, to 
come to the point, he promiſed me 
marriage.” Georgina ſcreamed at the 
word; and Mrs. Nelſon perceived 
the colour forſook her face. She 

L 3 trembled, 


1 
trembled, and found her aſſiſtance was 
become neceſſary to recover Geor- 


gina. She then relented; and, had 


not the baſe Miſs Malcomb been ſhut 
up in the next room, ſhe moſt certain- 
ly had diſcovered the plan. 


It was a long time before Georgina 
diſcovered any ſigns of life : at length, 
ſhe fighed, and burſt into tears. 


Mrs. Nelſon then attempted to ſoothe 


her; but ſhe tore from her, entreating 
ſhe might at leaſt have the privitege 
of bewailing her miſeries alone. Then 
tearing off both her hat and cap, and 
looking wildly about her, ſhe ſaid 
e What do I want with theſe vani- 


ties, which belong alone to the hap- 
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py? This wretched head can require 
no farther ornament, except that 
which Nature beſtowed.” 


Mrs. Nelſon was much alarmed at 
the ſituation ſhe had thrown Georgina 
into, and would have given the world 
to be able to recede. She went up to 
her; and, taking her by the hand, 
faid—* Do not let your unhappineſs 
get the better of your reaſon. I will 
relinquiſh my claim ſooner than ſee 


you thus wretched.” 


Georgina ſurveyed her with great 
attention; and ſaid “ Can you 
give up ſo eaſily the father of your 
children? Then do I pronounce you 

an 


6 i] 
an unnatural mother; for can the mi- 
ſeries of a ſtranger induce you to en- 


tail wretchedneſs on yourſelf and 


children?“ 


Mrs. Nelſon, during Georgina's 
ſpeech, recovered in ſome degree from 
her fright; and, again reſuming the 
courage ſhe had been almoſt entirely 
deprived of, through her concern for 
Georgina, ſaid—** What compariſon 
can poſſibly be made between us? 


Am I not the unfortunate victim of 


the pleaſures of the perjured Lord 


Lambert? Were not his firſt vows of 


eternal love to me? From which 
he never receded, until he became ac- 
quainted with you. How, then, can 

If 
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it be expected I can receive the de- 
ſtroyer of my happineſs but with the 
utmoſt horror! Are you not the 
cauſe of my miſery ? I never diſcover- 
ed the ſmalleſt change in the affec- 
tions of my Lambert, until he be- 
came acquainted with you.” | 


Georgina aroſe from her ſeat, and 
replied—< I cannot ſtay to hear my- 
ſelf ſo unjuſtly abuſed. If I am the 
occaſion of your unhappinefs, I am 
innocently ſo; ſor how was it poſſible 
for me to be acquainted with Lord 
Lambert's attachments, previous to 
my 1ntroduction to him? I never 
heard him mentioned but as the moſt 
amiable of men, It would therefore 

have 


1 


have been highly improper in me to 


have made any enquiry into the life 
Lord Lambert had led; and, indeed, 
I muſt allow, ſuch a conduct would 


not have been juſtifiable by any means, 


as I had even heard him mentioned 


as a character ſo very amiable, as to 
be worthy the imitation of the gene- 
rality of young men.“ 


“ Nor do J imagine,” replied Mrs, 
Nelſon, with ſome quickneſs, ** that 
my unfortunate attachment to Lord 
Lambert would be conſidered as a 
blemiſh in his character. On the 


contrary, the world would be ſurpriz- 


ed he had ſhewn ſo much conſtancy; 


but, notwithſtanding Lord Lambert 
15 


LETS. 
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is conſidered as being the poſſeſſor of 
ſo many amiable qualities, I know 
him too well, not to diſcover the un- 
paralleled duplicity that lurks under 


theſe appearances.” 


« You have certainly known him 
much longer than me; and, of conſe- 
quence, muſt be a better judge of his 


follies and failings than I can pretend 


to be: for, to own the truth, I never 
could diſcover, in the character of 
Lord Lambert, any thing leſs than 
an aſſemblage of the moſt generous 
and worthy diſpoſitions.” 


& Our ſituations are very different, 
certainly,” replied Mrs, Nelſon. 
| cc His 


E wo 7 
er His lordſhip has only diſcovered to 
you the amiable part of his character: 
it is I who am the miſerable dupe of 
his artifice; but ſtill, to entirely loſe 
him, would be my death!“ — I am 
extremely ſurprized,” returned Geor- 

gina, that you ſhould not have 
lamented the loſs of Lord Lambert 
before, as you muſt have heard that 
he was to be married to Lady Je- 
mima Erwin!“ 


re Yes, certainly; I was acquaint- 
ed with that: but about her I did 
not ſo much intereſt myſelf; being 
well convinced, that ſo plain a woman 
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as Lady Jemima could never engage 
the affections of Lord Lambert. 
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1 
Added to which, he has frequently 
ridiculed her to me; and declared 
that, if he married her, I ſhould ſtill 
reign ſole miſtreſs of his heart. 


« But yet,” replied Georgina, 
ſighing, it would have been equal- 
ly out of his power to fulfil his pro- 
miſe to you, whether he married Lady 
Jemima or me.“ — That is very 
true,” returned Mrs. Nelſon; © but the 
conſequences to me are entirely diffe- 
rent, as, by his connection with her, 
his admiration for me would be rather 
augmented than diminiſhed by the 
compariſon. Added to which, his 
fortune would be ſo much encreaſed, 


that it would be in a greater degree 


Yor, II. M in 
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in his power to be kind to me in the 
pecuniary way, which muſt naturally 
be very material, where there are three 
children,” 


ee I allow the juſtice of what you 
advance,” replied Georgina; *“ but 
yet your ſituation, in reſpect to the 
world, remains in the ſame point of 
view as before: for, notwithſtanding 
his affection for you might be in- 


finitely ſuperior to that he could have 


for his wife, yet the multitude would 
not eſteem you the more on that ac- 
count—nor do I imagine, if Lord 
Lambert were to marry you, which I 
ſhall ſoon put it in his power to do, 
if he thinks proper, But, even ſup- 
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1 
poſing all theſe things ſhould take 
place, I may be, by you, accuſed of 


ill- nature; but cannot help thinking 


that your ſituation in the world will 


remain as it was before, for it is not 
poſſible for you to have lived ſo long 
with Lord Lambert in ſecrecy.“ 


Georgina then took her final leave 
of Mrs. Nelſon; ſay ing, as ſhe left the 
room, that ſhe had nothing to fear 
from her, as ſhe ſhould ſhut herſelf 
up, for the remainder of her life, from 
a world in which ſne had experienced 
nothing but miſery, © Then, Ma- 
dam, you give up all future thoughts 
of Lord Lambert?“ - Certainly !” 


ſays the miſerable Georgina: I ſhould 
M 2 conſider 


I 124 J 
conſider myſelf as very wicked to pre. 
vent the happineſs of another; and 
particularly, as __ declare he pro. 
miſed you marriage.“ 


« Yes, indeed!” ſaid Mrs. Nelfon. 
« It was from that promiſe I left my 
father's houſe; who was a clergyman, 
and lived near Lord Lambert's.” 


Georgina then anſwered=—* It is 
enough! I am ſatisfied!” And hurried 
out of the houſe, 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 


Georgiua is rendered wretched; and, 
in her deſpair, quits the houſe of her 
friend. 


GEORGI NA returned to Lady 
Newbery's, ſo overcome with grief, 
that ſhe immediately repaired to her 
chamber, as ſhe knew the conſequence 
would be a thouſand queſtions con- 


cerning where ſhe had been; particu- 
larly, as ſhe had ſtaid fo long. She 


now began to think it would be ne- 


ceſſary immediately to remove herſelf 
from Lady Newbery's; as, hy ſtaying 
there, ſhe was ever in the way of 

M 3 Lord 
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Lord Lambert, whom ſhe could not 
but look upon as the property of 


Mrs. Nelſon. On which account, ſhe 
determined to take this opportunity; 
thinking it favourable, as Lord Lam- 
bert was gone into the country, for a 
few days, with Mr. Preſton and Lady 
Jemima, who were married the day be- 
fore. She concluded to go, after din- 
ner, to Mrs. Haines, and let her know 
the melancholy ſituation ſhe was in; 
and then would determine to fix on 


ſome place, out of town, as a retreat. 
She endeavoured to compoſe herſelf 


ſufficiently to form a reſolution ſo 
material, as ſhe imagined: © For,” 
continued ſhe, © were I to remain 
here, now that even the day of our 

wedding 
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wedding is fixed, my great affection 
for Lord Lambert might overcome 
my reſolution; and my humanity for 
Mrs. Nelſon would loſe it's force, 
when put in competition with ſelf. 
love. For what can the world be to 
me, when J have loſt all that is dear to 


me init?” 


She then recollected that, as ſhe 
ſpoke aloud, ſhe might be overheard : 
ſhe alſo confidered, that it was time 
to prepare for dinner; and hoped to 
prevent any queſtions, by going to 
Mrs. Haines the moment dinner was 
ended ; from whence ſhe intended to 
write to Lord Lambert, to explain to 

him 
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him the motive of her elopement, and 
to ſend Lady Newbery an apology. 


When ſhe went down, ſhe was much 
diſconcerted at finding Colonel Sim- 
mons alone in the drawing- room. He 
immediately came up to Georgina; 
declaring, he was the moſt fortunate of 
men to have thus unexpectedly an op- 
portunity of declaring his paſſion for 
Miſs Neville. Georgina then begged 
to know what motive he could have 
for profeſſing a paſſion for her, when 
he well knew ſhe was engaged to Lord 
Lambert. He ſaid, he certainly could 
not deny his having heard of ſuch 
an engagement; but that he had alſo 
heard, from Miſs Malcomb, that he 


might 
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might venture to ſpeak on the ſubject, 
as ſhe believed the match was broke 
off between you and Lord Lambert: 
4 On which account, I took the li- 
berty of mentioning my attachment, 
which I hope Miſs Neville will be- 
lieve to be ſincere.” 


Georgina then ſtopped him from 
proceeding any farther, by ſaying, 
that whatever intelligence he might 
have gained from Miſs Malcomb, ſhe 
begged leave to ſay, it could not be of 
the ſmalleſt ſervice to him; being 
fully determined, if ſhe did not marry 
> Lord Lambert, to remain ſingle. She, 
j however, begged he would accept her 
} thanks for the honour he had con- 

| ferred 
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ferred upon her; declaring it to be 
entirely out of her power to benefit by 
it, as her heart was no longer at her 
own diſpoſal. 


Colonel Simmons then bowed ; and 
ſaid, that notwithſtanding his admira- 
tion of her muſt be an endlefs ſource 
of wretchedneſs to him, he hoped ſhe 
would find in Lord Lambert all the 
perfections ſhe merited in a huſband, 
Georgina from this concluded, that 
Colonel Simmons had heard the hiſ- 
tory of Mrs. Nelſon, Lady Newbery 


then came in, which prevented any 


farther converſation, 


After dinner, Georgina propoſed to 
Lady 


r 
e ee 
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Lady Newbery calling upon Mrs. 
Haines, who agreed to the propoſal; 
and Georgina went with a mind op- 
preſſed with the decpeſt melancholy. 
She found Mrs. Haines at home, and 
by no means well. Mrs. Haines ob- 
ſerved her gravity, and kindly en- 
quired into the cauſe; which Geor- 
gina told her without reſerve. 
Mrs. Haines ſighed; and ſaid— 
« What has my amiable Georgina 
done, to deſerve ſuch inſupportable 
misfortunes! But why, my deareſt 
girl,“ continued ſhe, © ſhould you 
run away? Perhaps you may be de- 
ceived, It may all, probably, be the 
invention of ſome envious people, to 
prevent your happineſs; as I have al- 

| | ways 
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ways heard Lord Lambert ſpoken of 
as a moſt amiable character.“ 


Georgina ſighed; and ſaid, the 
proofs were too ſtrong to admit 2 
doubt. Then told her, ſhe had quite 
determined in what manner to at. 
upon the occaſion, Mrs. Haines ſaid, 
ſhe hoped her dear Georgina would 
command her aſſiſtance in whatever 
way ſhe thought beſt upon the occa- 
ſion. Georgina thanked her; and 
faid, ſhe ſhould wiſh to board ſome- 
where in the country, where ſhe ſhould 


be unknown, and could live a retired 
life, 


Though happineſs was not for her, 
Mrs. 


41 


> Mrs. Haines endeavoured to make 
her give up the thoughts of retire- 


ment; but to no purpoſe, ſhe was 


> 


Ci fully determined : which her friend 
3 finding, ſaid, ſhe knew a clergyman's 
$ family, near Windſor, that would be 
extremely happy to have her. Geor- 
gina ſaid, that would ſuit her; and it 
> was fixed that ſhe ſhould gag 


day. 8 


Georgina then took her leave of 
Mrs. Haines, ſay ing, ſne had much to 
prepare, as ſhe ſhould not acquaint 
Lady Newbery of her departure; but 
would leave a note to apologize for 
her conduct, as her ſpirits would not 
again bear to repeat her misfortunes. 


Vor. II. N She 
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| She took leave; and Mrs. Haines 
aſſured her of unalterable friendſhip. 


Georgina returned to Lady New- 
bery's; and immediately repaired to 
her chamber, in order to put up her 
clothes as well as ſhe could: at the 
ſame time ſending word to Lady 
Newbery, that ſhe was unwell, and 
begged to remain in her room for the 
evening. She then ſat down, and 
endeavoured to compoſe herſelf ſuffi- 
ciently to write her letters to Lord 
Lambert and Lady Newbery, This 
required all her fortitude, and ſhe 
almoſt repented ſhe had gone fo far: 
but, again recovering her nearly-loſt 
reſolution, ſhe took her pen; and, 
| filled 


1 
| filled with horror and deſpair, wrote 


as follows 


© MY LORD, 


« YOU will be much ſurprized at 
the ſubject of this letter; which, not 
to keep you in ſuſpence, is an eternal 
farewel from the unfortunate Geor- 
gina, Ah! too cruel Lord Lam- 
bert, how could you fo artfully de- 
ceive me? Why did you not openly 
avow your connection with the beauti- 
ful Mrs. Nelſon? I leave you, to put 
it in your power to render her that 
juſtice ſne lays claim to from you; 
and, as I could not ſupport the morti- 
fying conſequence of a divided affec- 

N 2 tion, 
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tion, preferred a ſtate of fixed wretch. 
edneſs, which muſt inevitably be the 
reſult of my choice, It is my re- 
queſt that you do not attempt to find 
me out, as all future pretenſions from 
you to me will be treated with the 
contempt they deſerve. I remain, 
my Lord, | 


« Your humble ſervant, 


© GroRGINA NEVILLE.” 


© My DEAR LADY NEWBERY), 


%] can ſcarcely'tell how to apo- 
logize for my conduct; but flatter 
myſelf, when informed of the unfor- 
tunate 


11 

tunate occaſion of it, you will forgive 
an appearance of raſhneſs that was 
unavoidable. Lord Lambert can beſt 
explain the reſt, The wretchedneſs 
of my ſituation is not to be deſcribed; 
therefore, all ceremony muſt give 
place in a caſe of deſpair like mine. 
I could not ſummon ſufficient reſolu- 
tion to take leave; but hope you will 
both forgive, and ſometimes. beſtow a 
thought on, the wretched 


© GEORGINA NEVILLE,” 


When Georgina had wrote theſe 
letters, ſhe reflected that ſhe was now 
again reduced to her former humble 
fituation, when it was in her power to 

N 3 be 
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be the wife of an earl. But, again 
conlidering, ſhe could: not but give 
the preference to dependance, humili- 
ating as it was; when, by avoiding it, 
ſhe mult inevitably be rendered: com- 
pleatly miſerable : for ſhe concluded, 
a character that was capable of the 
duplicity Lord Lambert had ſhewn, 
was ill calculated to confer happineſs. 
And, again, when ſhe recolle ted the 
beauty of Mrs. Nelſon, with the in- 
nocence of her children, ſhe could not 
prevail with herſelf to ſuppoſe the 
paſſion he affected to have for her, 
could ever equal that which he really 
poſſeſſed for Mrs. Nelſon; eſpecially 
when added to the length of time he 
had been attached to her. 


Theſe 
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Theſe mortifying reflections deter- 
mined Georgina to purſue her plan of 
becoming a recluſe, however diſtreſ- 
ſing the reſult of ſuch à conduct 
might prove. She reſolved to ſum. 
mon all her fortitude and reſolution to 
aſſiſt in this moſt afflicting ſituation; 
being convinced that, while life re- 
mained, ſhe could never forget this 
too charming invader of her happi: 
bels. | | | 
Lady Nenbery's was rather furprized 
at Georgina 8 ſtaying in her room; 
but concluded ſhe was, perhaps, buſied 
in arranging her clothes for the in- 
tended marriage. On which account, 
ſhe determined not to intrude upon 
her; 
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her; little imagining that ſhe, who 
was that day week to be married to 
Lord Lambert, was preparing for a 
departure, both from her intended 
huſband and friends. 


Secorgina determined to leave Lady 
Newbery's early in the morning, and 
take with her a few neceſſary articles 
of dreſs, leaving the remainder to be 
ſent after her by Mrs. Haines. When 
every thing was arranged, ſhe went to 
bed; but ſleep was a ſtranger to the 
miſerable Georgina, and ſhe aroſe be- 
fore it was light. When the ſervant 
came in to make her fire, ſhe defired 
ſhe would not take the trouble; but 
would * for a coach, as ſhe had 

promiſed 
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promiſed to go very early to Mrs. 
Haines, who was ill. The girl 
looked at her with attention; and 
ſaid “ Lord, Madam! I was afraid 
you was ill yourſelf, you look ſo very 
pale! But,” continued ſhe, < there 


are no coaches yet upon the ſtand; 
and, if you will give me leave, I will 
get you ſome breakfaſt, and by that 
time we may be able to procure a 
coach. But, indeed, I think you had 
better not go out without ſomething : 
I am ſure my lady would be very angry 
with us, if ſhe knew we let you.“ 


Georgina could not help ſmiling at 
the ſimplicity of the girl, and anſwered 


her —_ bumouredly; faying, the 
| would 


1 
would take her adviee. Jenny ac- 


cordingly got the breakfaſt with the 
greateſt expedition. 


Georgina did not let theſe attentions 
go unrewarded, but could ſcarcely 
prevail on the girl to accept of her 
 liberality, who ſaid, ſhe hoped to 
wait on her again and again. Geor- 
gina, with much difficulty, evaded the 
obſervation of this ſcrutinizing ſer- 
| vant, whoſe ſignificant looks con- 
vinced her ſhe ſuſpected that ſome- 
thing particular was in agitation. 


Georgina at laſt got away, but not 
without Jenny's calling to one of the 
footmen to attend Miſs Neville; 

which, 


\ 


TH 
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which, as ſhe was really going to 
Mrs. Haines's, did not interrupt her. 
She accordingly went, and found Mrs. 


Haines worſe than the day before. 


Georgina felt much hurt that her pre- 
ſent unhappy ſituation would not per- 
mit her to ſtay with Mrs. Haines, 
who ſeemed to require the healing 
halm of friendſhip more than phyſic, 
as her ſpirits were much affected. 
Poor Georgina, whoſe obligations to 
Mrs. Haines were ſo very great, felt 
ſeverely on this trying occaſion; which 
her friend perceiving, begged ſhe 
would not think of ſtaying. © Your 
own unhappineſs, I am ſure, is ſuffi- 


cient for you, without any addition.” 


She then told Georgina her houſe- 
| keeper 


„„ 
keeper had been ſent, the moment ſhe 
left her, to prepare Mrs. Smith for 
her reception; ſaying—* You mult 
aſk me no queſtions, all is arranged; 
and ſomething tells me, my amiable 
Georgina will not remain long there, 
But, for the preſent, I hope it will 
meet with her approbation. There 
are,” continued ſhe, © two young 
women, her daughters; who, not- 
withſtanding their education cannot 
qualify them to be fit companions 
for Miſs Neville; yet, I hope, their 
obliging attentions may be accept- 
A 


| Georgina thanked Mrs. Haines; 
and ſaid, ſhe could not conſider her- 
| ſelf 
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elf an orphan, when poſſeſſed of ſuch 
a friend. Mrs. Haines replied 1 
ſuppoſe you know that Miſs Malcomb 
is to be married to-morrow to poor 
Sir Harry Freeman? I pity him much, 
as he muſt inevitably be rendered mi- 
ſerable with ſuch a wicked young wo- 


5 


man.“ Georgina ſaid, perhaps ſne 
would mend after marriage, as ſhe 
would not have ſo much uſe for her 
envy. But Mrs. Haines ſhook her 
head; ſaying, ſhe never recollected 
any change where the heart was known 
to be bad. © We may eaſily improve 
any little imperfection in the diſpo- 
ſition,” continued ſhe; *© but a cor- 
rupt heart generally remains unalter- 
able.“ 


Vol. II. O The 
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The carriage then came to the door; 
and Georgina endeavoured to take 
leave of her kind friend, to go to her 
new habitation. Neither were capa- 
ble of ſpeaking: upon which, Geor- 
gina tore herſelf away; and, flying 
into the carriage, remained loſt in 
thought, till ſhe perceived herſelf at 
the gate of the good Mr. Smith, who 
came to meet her at the door. He 
was a well-looking, elderly man; and 
ſeemed to be much delighted at the 
appearance of Georgina, whoſe heart 
was ſo oppreſſed with her own misfor- 
tunes, that his civilities were nearly 
loſt upon her. He told her, he was 
much aſhamed that his wife and 


daughters were not at home to re- 
ceive 


[ 4447" 1 
ceive her; but ſaid, they would return 
in a very ſhort time, as they were 
only gone to a few ſhops, to get ſome 
articles that were deſired by Mrs. 
Haines's houſekeeper for her room, 


Georgina then begged to be ſhewn * 


to her chamber; ſaying, ſhe had 
ſome trifles to arrange. She ac- 
cordingly went up ſtairs; where ſhe 
found a very compleat drawing-room, 
bedehamber and dreſſing- room; at 
which ſhe was ſurprized, when ſhe 
heard they were all for her. But Mr. 
Smith told her ſhe was to have the 
entire uſe of them; as Mrs. Haines 
wrote word, that Miſs Neville fre- 
quently preferred being alone to.com-, 

O 2 pany. 
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pany. This very kind thought of Mrs, 


Haines much delighted Georgina, as . 


the preſent ſituation of her ſpirits 
could ill bear with conſtant ſociety. 


Fuſt as Mr. Smith left her, ſhe 
heard a loud talking in the hall, of 
* Lord, mamma! only think, the 
young lady come, and no fires! I 
told you how it would be; but you 
would not have them made,”— 
Well,“ replied the other fiſter, 
© they can be ſoon put on; and 1 dare 
fay the young lady will not care about 


it.“ 


Mrs. Smith then came up ſtairs, 
who was a very common kind of 
| woman; 


L191 
woman; and kept bawling all the 
way to the ſervant, to know why ſhe 
had not made the fires, © And you,” 
ſaid ſhe to poor Mr. Smith, who look- 
ed in a fright the moment ſhe appear- 
ed, © to be ſuch a fool, not to order 
her! Why, Miſs muſt be periſhed ! 
ſhe looks quite pale with the cold, 
poor thing! and muſt have a bad opi- 
nion of our houſe- keeping, at this 


rate. 


Mr. Smith appeared aſhamed, and 
begged ſhe would be quiet. Geor- 
gina ſtood ſilent and ſurprized at the 
unuſual noiſe the good lady made, 
At length, one of the daughters ap- 
proached Georgina, faying, ſhe was 

O3 ſorry 
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ſorry every thing was not ready for 
her reception; but told her, they 
would for the future take more care. 
Georgina thanked her kindly ; ſaying, 
ſhe ſaw nothing amiſs, every thing be- 
ing much beyond her expectation. 


Miſs Smith begged ſhe would be- 
lieve, ſhe was ſorry to have ſhewn her 
temper ſo much; adding“ When 
people are ſo ſtupid, they would pro- 
voke a ſaint,” Georgina agreed with 
her, in hope of quieting her; in which 
ſne ſucceeded. 


Mrs. Smith then enquired, what 
time Georgina would fix for dinner, 
as her hour ſhould be theirs? Geor- 

gina 
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gina was much diſconcerted by their 
great civility; and ſaid, ſhe could by 
no means admit them-to make any 
alteration on her account; as i ſhe was 
accuſtomed to change of hours. 


Mr. Smith, who was too amiable to 
need an appearance of finery to make 
him reſpectable, fard—*© Come, my 


dear,” to his wife, © what ſignifies an 


affectation of grandeur to the young 
lady? Truth is beſt, Our uſual 
hour is two o'clock; but, if three will 
be more agreeable, I am ſure I ſhall 
be very happy to make it ſo.” 


Georgina was juſt thinking of an 
anſwer ; when Mrs. Smith coming up 
to 
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to her huſband in a great rage, ſtop- 
ped her, ſaying— Lord! who bid 
you to ſpeak? I wanted to appear 
genteel ; but there is no ſuch thing, 
where you are ſuch a blab! Why, 1 
know very well, Miſs has been uſed to 
five or ſix o'clock; only, now you 
have mentioned your vulgar hour, ſhe 
will not own it.”'—* Indeed,” re- 
plied Georgina, © I had much rather 
dine at three than any other hour, 
ſince you inſiſt upon my naming it.“ 
Georgina then begged, they would 
excuſe her, while unpacking the few 
things ſhe had brought with her; 
which hint they took, and left her. 


Poor Georgina much lamented the 
family 


| ( 053 1 

family in whoſe houſe ſhe now reſid- 
ed; but would endeavour ta be alone 
as much as poſſible, as her ſpirits were 
too much agitated to receive amuſe- 
ment, were they ever ſo capable of 
rendering it to her. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


Mrs. Nelſon repents at the part ſbe Bas 
 atled againſt Georgina, and Miſs 
Malcomb ridicales her. 


Ar TER the departure of Geor- 
gina from Mrs. Nelſon, Miſs Mal- 


comb came running into the room to 
her, in vaſt ſpirits ; ſaying You 
behaved admirably, dear Nelſon! 
But I was in ſuch a fright once, that 
I thought all was over: I really was 


ready to burſt with rage at you; but, 
as it has ended well, I am ſatisfied. 
I have now done with it, thank God ! 
; - for 


19 
for to-morrow will be my wedding- 

day.“ 
Lord, Madam!” replied Mrs. 
Nelſon, © ſorry I am to have under- 
taken ſuch a buſineſs; for certainly 1 
ſhall never be happy again, when I 
conſider how miſerable I have ren- 
dered a young lady that appears ſo very 
__ amiable !“ Oh!” replied Miſs 
Malcomb, ce I was aware of your be- 
ing pleaſed with her manner, notwith- 
| ſtanding I guarded you ſo much; ſhe 
has ſuch an artful ſoftneſs about her. 
I am ſure it has coſt me enough. 
Here I have got fifty pounds to give 
you; and, by the bye, you muſt be 
off 


11 
off immediately, for fear of a diſco- 


very. 


Mrs. Nelſon then repeated, that 
ſhe wiſhed ſhe had not been prevailed 
on to come; ſaying, ſhe was convinced, 
that money earned by Tuch bate means 


could not come to good. 


e Phoo!” returned Miſs Mal- 

comb, you are a fool! Why, you 
may take a little ſnop in the country 
with the fifty pounds, and be quite 
ſnug and happy. — “ Oh, no, Ma- 
dam!“ returned Mrs. Nelſon, © I 
ſhall not try any ſuch thing, for I am 
ſure I ſhould not ſucceed. I would 


give the world J had not done it; for 
| | I have 
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I have never ſlept peaceably ſince I 
undertook it; and am certain I ſhall be 
worſe now. Would to God, when I 
ſaw the young lady ſo ill, I had quite 
relented ; and _ ſhould, _ for 
fear of your anger.“ 


« IT am glad you did not,” return- 
ed Miſs Malcomb; “ for I am ſure, 
if you had, I would not have paid 
you an halfpenny of the fifty pounds.” 
— ] ſhould not care about that,” 
replied Mrs. Nelſon, *©if my conſcience 
were at eaſe, I have been poor a long 
while; but, in all my diſtreſs, never 
felt half ſo miſerable as I do now.” — 
« Why, one would ſuppoſe you had 
committed murder, you make ſuch a 

„„ fuſs!” 
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fuſs!” replied Miſs Malcomb; but 
I aſſure you, I will not pay ſixpence 
of the money, until you promiſe me 
faithfully, that you will not diſcover 
the bufineſs; for I ſhould never be 
able to ſhew my face, I ſhould be fo 


aſhamed.” 


« Well,” replied Mrs. Nelſon, < I 
am glad to find you can allow ſo 
much. You know I ſhall be out of 
the way; therefore it will not be very 
eaſy for them to find me out; and you 
may be ſure I ſhall not run after them, 
to acquaint them of what I am fo 
aſhamed to have had a hand in.” 


Well, then,” replied Miſs Mal- 
comb, 


W 
e AY « 
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comb, © I ſhall ſend you the money 


to-morrow, and you mult be off di- 


realy; for I am rather in a fright, 
even now. Here,” ſaid ſhe, © is 
ſomething to pay your journey ; and 
you ſhall certainly have the fifty 
pounds in a day or two.” | 


Miſs Malcomb then left Mrs. 
Nelſon ; who was glad when ſhe was 
gone, that ſhe might recover herſelf 
after ſo much agitation. She then 
attempted to amuſe herſelf with pac k- 
ing the things for her journey, While 
ſhe was ſo employed, her little boy 
came to her; and, looking very arch, 
enquired what ailed that lady that had 
been with her to-day! © Oh,” ſays 

Ty Mrs, 
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Mrs. Nelſon, © ſhe was unwell.” — 
« Why,” rephed the boy; “ ſhe 
looked very well when ſhe came.” 


Mrs. Nelſon was much hurt at the 
obſervation which a child of ſix years 
old had made; and, hugging him to 
her boſom, ſaid “ What is there in 
this world a tender mother cannot do 
for the benefit of her children? Have 
not J robbed myſelf of my peace of 
mind? Even conſcience itſelf is diſ- 
regarded by tenderneſs for them!“ 
While ſhe was employed 1n re- 
flecting on her paſt conduct, the chaiſe 
came to the door, to take her and the 


children out of town. Miſs Malcomb 
| had 
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had ſent it ſo quick, leſt Mrs. Nelſon 
ſhould be dilatory. She accordingly 


— 
— 


hurried her things together ; and, 
with a heavy heart, departed. 


Pig CHAP. 


J 


CHAT. AX. 

Lady Neredbery is much diſtreſſed by the 
= boſs of Georgina, and Lord Lambert 
is not to be appeaſed. 


W HEN Lady Newbery got up, 


ſhe was vaſtly ſurprized to hear of 
Georgina's being out. Whea ſhe en- 
quired, and found ſhe had gone fo 
very early, was convinced there was 
ſome myſtery in the caſe, She alſo 
recollected, that Georgina had ap- 
peared extremely agitated the day be- 
fore, and had kept in her room the 
whole afternoon. She now repented 
of not having gone up to her, After 

ſome 
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ſome time conſidering, ſhe determined 
to ſend for her to Mrs. Haines; who 
ſent word back, that Miſs Neville had 


left her above an hour, 


Lady Newbery then grew very 
uneaſy, and went up into her room ; 
where ſhe obſerved Georgina had 
taken away all her undreſs clothes, 
but left thoſe that were new, and in- 
tended for the wedding. While look- 
ing about, ſhe obſerved a key in the 


glaſs drawer. She directly opened it, 
and diſcovered a letter for herſelf, and 
another for Lord Lambert, She tore 
open that addreſſed to her, and was 
"fo aſtoniſhed, as to remain for ſome 
time motionleſs, She expected Lord 
 Lambert's 
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Lambert's return that evening, as he 
had wrote to Georgina the day be- 
fore. She heard her ſay, that he 
would be in town at that time. 


While ſhe was heſitating what was 
beſt for her to do, was informed that 
Lord Lambert was in the drawing- 
room. She dreaded the meeting him, 


having ſuch an unpleaſant, as well as 


myſterious account, to acquaint him 
with concerning his beloved Geor- 
gina. At length ſhe went; and Lord 
Lambert met her, ſaying—* Where 
is my Georgina?“ “ I cannot tell!” 
replied Lady Newbery ; Tam diſtract- 
ed!” And was proceeding, when ſhe 


was prevented by Lord Lambert ap- 
| procching 1 
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proaching her, and demanding of her 
Georgina, his beloved wife. “ left 
her with you, Madam,“ continued he, 
ce and of you I require her.? 


Poor Lady Newbery trembled at 
the rage that poſſeſſed Lord Lambert, 
which rendered him quite unreaſon- 
able, and made him unfit to receive 
the account ſhe had in her power to 
give him. His manner had ſo alarm- 
ed her, that ſhe entirely forgot the let- 
ter that had been left for him. At 
length, recollecting herſelf a little, 
ſaid—* I will ring the bell, and you 
ſhall hear from the woman, Sir, who 
laſt ſaw Miſs Neville, all that paſſed 


between them,” 
: He 
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He was ſo much agitated, that he 
made no reply; but when Jenny ap- 
peared, he queſtioned her cloſely. 


Hearing all ſhe had to ſay, he mov- 


ed towards Lady Newbery ; and ſaid, 
with more calmneſs—* You muſt 
forgive my behaviour, when you con- 
ſider my ſituation.” 


Lady Newbery, with great good- 
humour, held out her hand to him, as 
ſhe was too much affected to ſpeak 
more on ſuch a ſubject. He then 


ſaid, he would go and demand Geor- 


gina of Mrs. Haines. Lady New- 
bery, juſt at that inſtant, recollected 


the letters which Georgina had writ- 


ten to Lord Lambert and herſelf. She 
hurried 
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hurried after him, and begged he 
would ſtop, as ſhe had a letter for him. 


« Good God!” exclaimed he, here 
is the hand of my Georgina! “ You 
frightened me ſo much,” replied Lady 
Newbery, “ that I forgot it entirely.” 
He firſt read his own ſeveral times, 
then the others; and, after ſome heſi- 
tation, returned Lady Newbery her 


letter. He then begged ſhe would 


read his; which ſhe did, with the 
greateſt aſtoniſhment, ſaying—* This 
is all, to me, fo myſterious, that I am 
quite loſt in conjecture!” 


« It is not ſo to me,” replied Lord 
Lambert; © as I am now convinced 
there 


6 
there is a female enemy to Miſs Ne- 
ville in the caſe: and that perſon I | 
ſtrongly ſuſpe& to be no other than 
that fiend, Lady Freeman; for this 
day that unfortunate, good-humoured 
fellow, Sir Harry, was married to 
her.“ — But why,” replied Lady 
Newbery, * ſhould you ſuſpect her?” 
— Becauſe,” returned Lord Lam- 
bert, I am not acquainted with any 
perſon I can ſuppoſe capable of ſo 
vile an action, except herſelf.” 99 8 


«© But how ſhe could manage it, I 
cannot conceive!” replied Lady New- 
bery. Oh! the has more art than 
ever was poſſeſſed by any of her ſex!” 
returned the provoked Lord Lambert. 

ce But 
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« But I am determined to fathom this 
| ſcheme, that now wears ſuch an ap- 
3 pearance of myſtery. My firſt viſit is 
to Mrs. Haines; and from her to | 
Lady Freeman, whom I mean abſo- 
lutely to accuſe without. ceremony ; 
and, by that means, ſhall be able to 
diſcover, from thoſe changes of coun- 
tenance which an accuſation of ſuch a 
nature muſt occaſion, whether ſhe is 
| guilty or not. If fo, I ſhall demand 
ſalisfacton of Sir Harry; and if I do 
not, muſt endeayour to find 1t out 
elſewhere.“ 


Lady Newbery then begged he 
would not let his warmth of temper 


get the better of his underſtanding, as 
Vol. II. 3 4 the 
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ſhe was convinced Sir Harry was in- 


capable of any thing of the kind. 
Lord Lambert ſaid, that what ſhe ad- 
vanced was true ; but that revenge 
he was determined upon, if it coſt 
him his life. | 


Lady Newbery then regretted hav- 
ing given Lord Lambert the letter, 
and again begged he would conſider. 
the conſequence; and how eaſily all 
that had happened might be recti- 
fied, if managed with prudence and 
conduct, © What, then,” reſumed 
Lord Lambert, “ would you wiſh me 
to bear tamely what has happened, 
and to fit down, preferring to be 
deemed a coward for life, than demand 

that 


1 
chat ſatisfaction J have a right to from 
the wicked aſſertioas of Lady Free- 
man?“ ; 


« 1 think,” ſaid Lady Newbery, 
* jt might be all ſettled, if you would 
allow yourſelf time to cool. When 
your paſſion ſubſides, reflection will 
be the conſequence ; you will then 
be able to decide with judgment and 
propriety..—“ Then you would ad- 
viſe me,” replied Lord Lambert, © to 
fit down in my ſuſpence, and leave 
Miſs Neville in her preſent miſery, 
merely that I may give myſelf an op- 
portunity of cooling? But you do not 


know me; as, the longer I reflect 


upon injuries, the ſtronger is my re- 
22 ſentments 


1 

ſentment: therefore, the ſooner I go 
to works the leſs miſchief is likely to 
enſue. You cannot but allow the caſe 
to be paſt ſufferance Am I not con- 
ſidered by Miſs Neville as a villainous, 
deceitful character? Is ſhe not, by her 
own confeſſion, rendered wretched, 
through the artifice of that woman ? 
I muſt, therefore, think mine a caſe 
that admits of no delay. The moſt 
daſtardly coward could not do more 
than ſtifle his reſentment; for he could 
not forgive ſuch an offence,” 


Lady Newbery, finding it in vain 
to attempt mitigating his anger, re- 
peated, that her only wiſh was, that it 


might end amicably, as ſhe was con- 
vinced 


= _ 

vinced that Sir Harry had the greateſt 
regard both for him and Miſs Ne- 
ville. Lord Lambert then took his 
leave, and left Lady Newbery very 
much alarmed at the conſequences 
ſhe apprehended from the haſty tem- 
per of Lord Lambert, 


oy CHAP. 


WE 


CHAP. XXXI. 


Georgina repents of her raſhneſs in 
quitting the houſe of Lady New- 
bery. | 


GEORGINA found her ſpirits 
ſo affected, as to fear ſhe could not 
continue in her preſent ſituation. She 
then began to repent of her raſhneſs, 
and even accuſed herſelf of cruelty, 
in not giving Lord Lambert an op- 
portunity of apologizing for the du- 
plicity of his conduct to her: For, 
perhaps, thought the unhappy Geor- 
ins, had I heard what he had to 
ſay, I might have found him leſs 

blameable. 


IJ 
blameable. - Half what I have heard 
may be falſe: I may be the dupe of 
envy and hypocriſy. If ſo, how have 
I injured the moſt amiable of men! 
and, if otherwiſe, what occafion had I 
to run away? Fool that I was, to pre- 
fer this retirement to a ſcene of gaiety! 
But it is done, and cannot be recalled. 
If I have been deceived, the inſolent 
ſtyle of my letter muſt offend him 
for ever! he will never again bear 
the ſight of me!” But, upon reflec- 
tion, ſhe concluded that he muſt be 
guilty; for who could ever invent ſo 
vile a ſcheme ? Beſides, the natural 
manner of Mrs. Nelſon convinced 
her that it muſt be ſo. 


Two 
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Two days had now elapſed, and 

ſhe had heard nothing from Mrs. 
Haines, which made her fear ſhe wag 

grown worſe, | 


Dinner being now ready, Georgina 
was obliged to join the family ; which 
to her was extremely diftrefling, as 
their over attention and civility, in 
the preſent melancholy ſituation of 
her ſpirits, quite overcame her, 
Added to which, Mrs. Smith's voice 
was ſo very ſhrill, as well as loud, 
that to Georgina, who had been un- 
_ uſed to any thing but the elegant 
converſation of people of faſhion, was 
ſo very diſguſting, that, without af- 
fectation, ſhe could ſcarcely endure it. 

Their 


19 

Their manner was alſo equally diſ- 
agreeable, as they were perpetually 
teazing her about the little ſhe eat. 
Mrs. Smith, in particular, conſtantly 
ſaid, ſhe was fearful there was no- 
thing at her table which Miſs Neville 
liked. 


Poor Georgina, whoſe miſerable 
ſtate of mind occaſioned the loſs of 
her appetite, could not find words to 
appeaſe the volubility of Mrs. Smith 
on this ſubject. She uſed her utmoſt 
endeavours to aſſure her, that ſne had 
by nature a ſmall appetite; but all to 
little purpoſe, as ſhe could not prevail 
upon her to believe what ſhe had 


taken ſo much pains to aſſert. 
| Soon 


1 
Soon after dinner, they were ſur- 


prized by a carriage ſtopping at the 
gate. Georgina inſtantly perceived it 
to belong to Mrs. Haines: accordingly 
hurried to hear how ſhe was. But, 
the moment ſhe met the eyes of the 
good Mrs. Gilbert, read that the 
news ſne had to communicate was 
melancholy. Georgina was. ſcarcely 
capable of making an enquiry; and 
much leſs was Mrs, Gilbert of ſpeak- 
ing, as, the inſtant ſhe ſaw the friend 
of her lady, it was ſuch a renewal of 
her grief, that ſhe ſobbed aloud. 


Poor Georgina wanted no more to 
convince her of the melancholy occa- 
ſion of her unhappineſs ; and endea- 
| voured 


1 

woured to conſole her, notwithſtand- 
ing her own ſituation was ſo truly 
pitiable. She then regretted, more 
than ever, leaving town. After ſome 
time being ſpent in tears, both by 
Georgina and Mrs. Gilbert, ſhe told 
her that, a fews hours after the death 
of her dear lady, which happened 
very ſuddenly, Lord Lambert had 
called, and enquired for Miſs Neville. 
% The ſervant told him, he could not 
tell where to dire& him at preſent; 
and then acquainted him of the me- 
lancholy loſs we had juſt ſuſtained. 
He deſired the lad would make en- 
quiry where you were, and gave him a 
guinea. The lad aſked me, and I 

told 


18990 


told him. I hope, Madam,” con- 
tinued ſhe, this was not wrong?“ 


Georgina anſwered, that it was im- 
material. Then deſired to know how 
long it was ſince the lad had commu- 
nicated to Lord Lambert the intelli- 
gence of where ſhe was? She ſaid, 
| ſhe had but juſt told him before 
ſetting off for this place, © But,” 
continued ſhe, . © he ran like a penny- 
poſt to let his lordſhip know ; as, he 
ſaid, it would be cruel to keep him 
in ſuſpence, he appeared ſo truly un- 


happy.” 


Georgina ſighed; and Mrs. Gilbert 
ſaid—* Lord, Madam! I hope you 
will 


1 
will have him; for, to be ſure, he is 
the ſweeteſt gentleman I ever faw: 
and we often ſay at home, that cer- 
tainly you were made for one another, 
there is ſuch a likeneſs between you! 
And I hope, Madam, you will excuſe 
my boldneſs in ſaying ſo much to 
your face,” Georgina ſighed; and 
ſaid, ſhe was afraid all was over be- 
tween them. © God forbid, Ma- 
dam!” returned Mrs. Gilbert: © |[ 
am ſtill in hope to ſee the happy day.“ 


Georgina could not ſupport ſo af- 
fecting a converſation, and burſt into 
tears; which made Mrs. Gilbert quite 
unhappy that ſhe had mentioned the 
ſubject. ; 

Vor. II. R Mrs. 
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Mrs. Smith, who had been dying 
with curioſity to know all that paſſed, 
now came up ſtairs, to beg Mrs. Gil- 
bert would take ſome refreſhment, 
which ſhe refuſed ; but Georgina in- 
ſiſted on her having a glaſs of wine, 


This ſhe accepted, and then took her 


leave. Mrs. Smith was very deſirous 
of ſtaying, by way of conſoling Geor- 
gina, which ſhe refuſed; ſaying, her 
grief was much too great to admit of 
any conſolation for the preſent. Mrs. 
Smith then wiſhed her better, and left 
her. 


Georgina gave way to every melan- 
choly thought that her preſent un- 
happy ſituation occaſioned; and to ſo 

great 
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great a degree, that ſhe was rendered, 
by the exceſſive agitation of her ſpi- 
rits, ſo affected, as to find ſhe could 
not any longer keep up. Accordingly, 
in the greateſt deſpair, threw herſelf 
upon the bed, where her diſturbed 
imagination would not permit her to 
get reſt. The melancholy reflection, 
that ſhe had now loſt both huſband 
and friend, was her conſtant attendant; 
for ſhe concluded that Lady Newbery 
muſt be offended with her for ever, 
at the abrupt manner in which ſhe 
left her houſe, and not even having 
ſufficient confidence in her friendſhip 
to inform her of the reaſon. Thus 


did ſhe perplex herſelf, till nature was 
quite exhauſted, then fell faſt aſleep. 


R 2 While 
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While Georgina was aſleep, Mrs, 


Smith carne to let her know tea was 
ready; but, ſeeing her ſo quiet, left 
her. She had not been long down 
ſtairs, before ſhe was ſurprized by a 
carriage ſtopping at the gate. It con- 
tained Lord Lambert, who enquired 
for Miſs Neville. He was told ſhe 
was at home; but that ſhe was not 
well, and endeavouring to get ſome 
reſt, He was much affected at the 
account; but begged to be admitted, 
| laying, he had buſineſs of the utmoſt 
importance to impart to her, which 
could not admit of delay. 


3 Sraiths curioſity was again 
much raiſed, which made her with 


great 
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great civility invite him into her par- 
| Jour; ſaying, that ſhe would then go 
up ſtairs, and ſee if Miſs Neville was 
awake, Lord Lambert begged her 
to go very ſoftly, and by no means to 
awaken her on his account, as he was 
not in any hurry. On her going up, 
found Georgina as before. She re- 
turned, ſaying— She is ſo faſt 
aſleep, it would be the greateſt ſin in 
the world to wake her, poor young 


lady! for I don't think ſhe gets much 
 : a 


Lord Lambert then enquired of 
Mrs. Smith, what time Georgina 
came to her, and who brought her 
there? To which ſhe anſwered, that 
R 3 | Mrs, 
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Mrs. Haines had taken the apart- 
ments, and agreed for the board alſo. 
Lord Lambert then enquired, how 
Georgina had been in health ſince ſhe 
had been there? © Why, as to her 
health,” returned Mrs. Smith, “ ſhe 
makes no complaint to me about that; 
but, in my life, I never ſaw ſo young 
2 lady ſo out of ſpirits, She ſeldom 
ſpeaks to either me or my huſband, 
more than juſt Yes,” or © No * 
and, as he ſays, it does not ſeem to 
be from pride, but downright melan- 
choly: but we cannot, by any means, 
learn what ails her, ſhe is ſo ſilent. I 
was ſorry,” continued ſhe, © that my 
daughters were obliged to return to 
ſchool; for, perhaps, ſhe might have 

liked 


an > 
liked their company better than ours; 
but, as they are juſt finiſhing their 
education, thought it a pity they 
ſhould loſe their time,” 


„ True, Madam,” replied Lord 
Lambert, who had no patience, when 


ſhe changed the ſubject from his be- 


loved Georgina, He was not the 


leaſt ſurprized at the account of her 
ſpirits, as it was what he expected; 


but was rather pleaſed, as it convinc- 
ed him of the reality of her attach- 


ment to him. He then enquired what 
ſervants Miſs Neville had ; and was 
told“ None. But it is her own 
fault,” continued ſhe, © as poor Mrs. 
Haines wiſhed her to have her own 
ſervant; 
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ſervant; but ſhe would not have any 
thing for them to do, having ſcarcely 
ever rang a bell ſince ſhe came here.” 


Juſt at that moment Georgina 


awoke, and called for a light. Lord 


Lambert begged Mrs. Smith would 
have the goodneſs to let Miſs Neville 
know that Lord Lambert was below- 


ſtairs, and deſired the favour of ſeeing 


her. Mrs. Smith, who had no idea, 
from the freedom of his manner and 


plainneſs of his dreſs, that ſhe had been 


entertaining a perſon of ſuch conſe- 
quence, appeared much diſconcerted, 


and begged he would excuſe the re- 
ception he had met with. She was 
proceeding, when Lord Lambert 
. | ſtopped 
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ſtopped her, by ſaying—“ There is 
not the leaſt reaſon for an apology; 
and pray do not let me be the cauſe 
of Miſs Neville's waiting.” 


Mrs. Smith then curtſied, and 


vient up to Georgina, who aſked the 


hour, and how long ſhe had been 
aſleep? Mrs, Smith could not anſwer 
her queſtions, on account of the news 
ſhe had to impart, She was breath- 


leſs; which Georgina perceiving, en- 
quired into the cauſe. © Lord! my 


dear young lady,” ſaid ſhe, I am 
quite ſtruck dumb with ſurprize! 


© Why,” replied Georgina, with her 
uſual eaſe, © what hath happened?“ 


— Happened!” repeated Mrs. 
| Smith; 


W — 
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Smith; “ Lord, Madam! why, juſt 
as I got down ſtairs from you, and had 
drank one cup of tea, thought I heard 
the ſound of a carriage; and in an in- 
ſtant there came, ſure enough, a loud 
ring at the gate. I ſent Mary out to 
ſee who it was, as John was from 
home ; who brought me word, it was 
a gentleman that wanted Miſs Ne- 
ville,” 


«© Good God!” returned Georgina 
quickly, © where is he? who is he?” 
= Why,” replied Mrs. Smith,“ if 
you will ſtay, I will tell you all about 
it. Why, let us ſee now—you put 
me quite out; for my poor head is 
not one of the beſt.” 


Georgina 
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Georgina grew quite impatient; and 
faid—< For pity's fake, tell me who 
it was that enquired for me. Lord, 
Madam!“ faid ſhe. ** Well, I de- 
clare, if J have not forgot the name, 
with your hurrying me ſo; but I know 


he is a lord. — Good God!” ſays 


Georgina, © ſurely it was not Lord 
Lambert!“ —“ Aye, that was the 
name,” ſaid ſhe, © And what did 
he ſay ?”—** It would take up an 


hour to tell you. He ſaid he wanted 


to ſpeak to you ; and there he 1s be- 
low now, waiting for you.” 


« Heavens!“ replied | Georgina, . 


cc why did you not tell me this be- 
fore? Pray, deſire him to walk up 
ſtairs.— 
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ſtairs.“ t What! into this room !” 
returned the tireſome Mrs. Smith. 
© Oh, no!” ſays Georgina, who was 
much vexed, to think that ſhe had 
kept him waiting ſo long; © in the 
drawing-room, to be ſure!“— Well, 
I did not know any thing about the 
matter: I am ſure I always wiſh to 
do for the beft ; but one never knows 
when one is right.“ When ſhe got 
down, Lord Lambert was impatiently 
walking up and down the room. 
Perceiving her, he ſaid How did 
you find Miſs Neville? I was fear- 
ful, by your ſtaying, that ſhe was un- 
well.”—* Oh, no,” replied Mrs. 


Smith ; © ſhe ſeems better, and deſires 
| your 


I 
your lordſhip will walk up Into the 
drawing- room.“ 


Lord Lambert made no heſitation, 
but inſtantly ran up ſtairs. Georgina 
trembled when ſhe heard his well- 
known foot; and thought to herſelf, 
that, notwithſtanding his ill-beha- 
viour, ſhe. could not but feel happy 
at the ſight of him once more. Alas!“ 
ſighed ſhe, © what will become of me! 
for, without him, I am certainly 
wretched ; and with him, what pro- 


ſpect of happineſs is there for me?” 


She then attempted to open the door, 
but heſitated; which he finding, 
ſaved. her the trouble, by opening it 
. 

Vor. II. 8 They 
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They both for ſome time ſtood 
fixed and ſilent. At length, Lord 
Lambert ſaid—* What have I done 
to offend my beloved Georgina ! and 
can ſhe refuſe to believe me, when I 
declare, upon honour, that I am in- 
nocent of the cruel charge alledged 
againſt me; and that I do not even 
know the name of any ſuch perſon !” 


Georgina, who was as willing to 
believe as he could wiſh her to be, 
held out her hand, to confirm to 
him, that no doubt remained with 
her, as her heart was too full to ſpeak 
upon the ſubject. Lord Lambert 
' then repeated all that had paſſed be- 
tween Lady Newbery and himſelf 

have 


E 
ſince her departure; and Georgina, 
whoſe eyes were now open to the 
cruelty that had been practiſed upon 
her, gave him an exact account of 
her conference with Mrs. Nelſon. 
Lord Lambert declared, with vehe- 
mence, that he would not ſleep until 
he had fathomed this vile plot to the 
bottom, and revenged himſelf upon 
the contrivers of it. 


Georgina ſurveyed him with ſome 
attention; and, perceiving that he 
was much - agitated, concluded ſhe 
would, as it was late, prevail upon 
him to ſleep at the inn, and breakfaſt 
with her next morning; when they 
would conſult together upon a plan 
8 2 both 
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both of diſcovery and puniſhment of 
the wicked perſons that could ſo 
cruelly occaſion them ſo much un- 
happineſs. This fortunate thought 
of Georgina's ſeemed, in ſome de- 
gree, to appeaſe his wrath; and he 
agreed to the propoſal ſhe had made, 
He then begged ſhe would forgive 
the violence of temper he had dif- 
covered. When you conſider,” 
continued he, that to-morrow was 
the day appointed for our mutual hap- 
pineſs, has not my charming Geor- 
gina been rendered miſerable, and 
even ſuffered in her health? Have 
not J alſo been tortured by ſuſpence 
and diſappointment ? No!” continu- 
ed he, the man that can tamely 

8 forgive 
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forgive ſuch injuries as thoſe, muſt 
be a raſcal; and a coward!” Geor- 
gina did not attempt to contradict 
him; being convinced that, by ſuch 
a method, ſhe ſhould only irritate him 
the more. She therefore remained 
filent. 


Mrs. Smith, whoſe time of ſupper 
had been elapſed near an hour, began 
to. grow. impatient ; and determined, 
at length, to ſend to know whether 
ſhe ſhould ſend ſupper up to them, or 
if they would do her the honour of 
ſupping with them? Georgina beg- 
ged that Lord Lambert would ac- 
company her down, to accept of their 
invitation ; ſaying, ſhe was convinced 
1 83 it 
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it would flatter and pleaſe them very 
much. And Mrs. Smith made a 
number of aukward apologies for 
the plainneſs of her ſupper; ſaying, 
if ſhe had known of the | honour | 
of ſuch company, ſhe ſhould have 
provided accordingly ; but that, as for 
Miſs Neville, ſhe never attempted to 
pleaſe her, as ſhe never eat an ounce 
at a time of any thing. Lord Lam- 
bert ſaid, he hoped her appetite would 
mend; and Georgina, ſmiling, an- 
ſwered, that ſhe thought it was mend- 
ed already. Mrs. Smith anſwered— 

« Aye, aye, I always ſaid it was what 
I find it; but hope we ſhall not loſe 
her on the occaſion.” 


Lord 
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Lord Lambert ſaid, that muſt un- 
doubtedly be the caſe, as he came pur- 
poſely to accompany Miſs Neville to 
town, who is, in fact, his promiſed 


wife. Mrs. Smith then changed 


countenance; for, where her intereſt 
was concerned, all other conſidera- 
tions loſt their force. Georgina, who 
perceived this change, and gueſſed the 
occafion of i it, replied, that her very 
kind attention to her, ſince ſhe had 
been there, ſhould certainly be amply 


rewarded. This aſſurance from Geor- 
gina in ſome degree quĩeted her fears, 


and the ſupper went off with great 
good-humour, 


Lord Lambert ſaid, he was much 
mortified 
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mortiſied at not having the pleaſure of 
ſeeing Mr. Smith; which pleaſed her 
very much. He then took his leave, 
promiſing to wait on Georgina by ten 
next morning. 


Mrs. Smith, finding the time of her 

young gueſt's ſtay ſo very ſhort, fol- 
lowed her up ſtairs, and repeated, the 
articles that, had been bought on 
her account. Georgina ſaid, ſhe 
ſhould certainly be handſomely re- 
compenſed for them all. Her avarice 
being thus ſatisfied, ſhe took her 
leave, and withdrew. IT 


CHAP. 


Li 


— 


Lord Lambert has an interview with 
Sir Harry Freeman, and is reconciled 
to him. | 


WII ILE Lord Lambert was 
gone to bring Georgina, Lady New- 
bery was employed in conſidering how 
the ſhould prevent the miſchief that 
was apprehended would be the con- 
ſequence of the very raſh as well as 
violent temper of her friend, Lord 
Lambert. She at length determined 
to ſend: for, Sir Harry Freeman, -and 
tell him all ſhe knew of the matter; 


and endeavour to prevail on him to 
know 
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know the truth from Lady Freeman, 
She accordingly did ſo; and he im- 
mediately came to her. 


Lady Newbery, without reſerve, 
acquainted him with every: circum- 
ſtance relative to this wicked affair, 
He was much ſurprized at their hav- 
ing any ſuſpicion of Lady Freeman: 
but Lady Newbery again begged he 
would take particular pains: to come 
at the truth; which he promiſed, not- 
withſtanding he was evidently much 


Hurt at the charge. 


Juſt as he had taken his leave, 
Lady Newbery was ſurprized by a 
viſit from Lady Jemima Preſton, 
who 
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who ſhe did not know was returned 
from the country. Lady Jemima told 
her, that ſhe waited upon her to en- 
quire after Miſs Neville; *© Who,” 
ſaid ſhe, © I am informed, has left 
you.” Lady Newbery then told her 
every circumſtance relative to this un- 
fortunate event. Lady Jemima ſhook 
her head, and ſaid “ I am very ſorry 
to own that I am acquainted with the 
whole affair, which I was weak enough 
to promiſe not to diſcover; but really 
my conſcience will not allow me to 
keep my word.” She then related all 
that had paſſed between herſelf and 
Lady Freeman. 


Lady Newbery was much ſurprized 


at 
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at the pains that had been taken to 
render miſerable two amiable young 
people. Lady Jemima then ſaid, ſhe 
had juſt thought of a method that 
would relieve her from the blame 
Lady Freeman would load her with, 
if ſhe diſcovered her; which was, to 
ſend immediately for Mrs. Nelſon to 
town, and offer her a handſome pre- 
ſent, if ſhe will own the truth to Miſs 
Neville. This would not only pre- 
vent my being blamed, but will eaſe 
the conſcience of the poor young wo- 
man; who, I underſtand, was very 
unwilling to undertake it: but Lady 
Freeman both inſiſted-and bribed her; 
until, at length, ſhe was prevailed 
upon. l 


This 


(909-1 

This propoſal was highly approved 
of by Lady Newbery; who, having 
got Mrs. Nelſon's addreſs from Lady 
Jemima, accordingly wrote to her, 
deſiring ſhe would immediately come 
to town, as ſhe wiſhed much to ſpeak. 
with her. Lady Jemima then took 
her leave of Lady Newbery ; ſaying, 
ſhe hoped it would be amicably ſet- 
tled. 


Soon after her departure, Lord 

Lambert and Georgina arrived. Lady 
Newbery received them with real 
pleaſure; and they both joined in 
begging ſhe would forgive the trouble 
they had occaſioned her. She replied, 
with her uſual good-humour; de- 
. T claring, 
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claring, that ſeeing them once more 
reſtored to happineſs would be a ſuffi- 


cient gratification for the anxiety ſhe 
had ſuffered on account of her dear 
Miſs Neville. 


Georgina, who had, ever ſince her 
departure from Lady Newbery's, re- 
gretted it, and alſo blamed herſelf for 
the raſhneſs of her conduct, now felt 
ſo much aſhamed, that ſhe could 
ſcarcely meet the eyes of her old 
friend; which Lady Newbery per- 
ceiving, held out her hand to Geor- 
gina, ſay ing You haye nothing to 
accuſe yourſelf of, as few people, at 
your age, would have acted with half 


the diſcretion and propriety: on which 
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account, I will not hear a word more 


5 


of apology from you.“ Georgina did 
not attempt to make any anſwer, as 
ſhe was overpowered by the extreme. 


| Kindneſs of Lady Newbery. 


Lord Lambert then ſaid, he had 
prevailed once more on his dear Geor- 
gina to fix the important day upon 
which his happineſs ſo much depend- 
ed. This day week,“ continued 
he, is, 1 hope, to terminate our 
misfortunes, We ſhall then put it 
cout of the power of the world to ſe- 


parate us again,” 


Lady Newbery then acquainted 
them with what ſhe had done relative 
1 to 


L 20 

to Mrs. Nelſon. Georgina turned 
pale at the name of a perſon who had 
been the occaſion of ſo much miſery 
to her; which Lord Lambert per- 
ceiving, ſaid “ Surely, my deareſt 
Georgina is convinced; if not, a few 
days muſt remove every doubt.“ 


Georgina, whoſe ſenſibility was 
Thocked at the idea of a ſuſpicion re- 
maining, after he had taken ſuch pains 
to convince her of his innocence, re- 
garded him with ſo much expreſſion, 


that Lord Lambert was perfectly ſa- 
tisfied. Lady Newbery then ſaid, 
that ſhe had one favour to beg of 
Lord Lambert; which was, that he 


would take no ſteps toward revenging 
the 


_T 209 J 

the behaviour of Lady Freeman, until 
they heard what Mrs. Nelſon ſaid. 
« And then,” continued ſhe, © ſurely 
her behaviour, when expoled to the 
world, will be ſufficient puniſhment.” 
Georgina joined with Lady Newbery; 
and Lord Lambert was ſo over- 
powered by their perſuaſions, that he 
could not refuſe promiſing to relin- 
quiſh his intended revenge. | 


Lady Newbery then acquainted 
Miſs Neville that her kind friend, 
Mrs. Haines, had left her a legacy of 
ten thouſand pounds. Lord Lam- 
bert ſaid, he was ſorry for it, as he 
thought her a treaſure that required 
not the addition of fortune, Geor- 


B-4Y gina 


BEE 

gina bowed, and thanked him; ſay- 
ing, ſhe was convinced his opinion 
of her was extremely flattering, and 


only wiſhed ſhe might merit a con- 
tinuation of ſuch ſentiments. 


At that moment, Sir Harry Free- 
man was announced, He appeared 
quite diſconcerted at the fight of 
Lord Lainbert; but at length, re- 
collecting himſelf, he accoſted his old 
friend with as much eaſe as ſuch an 
unpleaſant ſituation would admit. 
Lord Lambert, on the contrary, red- 
dened with anger at the ſight of Sir 
Harry; which Georgina perceiving, 
looked at Lady Newbery with ſo 
much meaning, that ſhe could not 
but 
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but underſtand her, and, equally with 
her, wiſhed for an opportunity to 
mention the ſubje&t; as, by that 
means, ſhe was in hopes of convinc- 
ing Lord Lambert, that Sir Harry 
was more to be pitied than blamed. 
She was much hurt, on perceiving 
Lord Lambert could not prevent diſ- 
covering his reſentment, notwith- 
ſtanding he wiſhed ſo much to con- 
ceal it. 


a 


Thus ſituated, it was aukward for 
Lady Newbery to commence a ſub- 
Jet, without introduction, that re- 
quired ſo much nicety; particularly 
as a general ſilence had taken place. 
At length, Georgina enquired after 

5 Lady 


LE 
Lady Freeman: upon which Lord 
Lambert, burſting with anger, replied 
7 How can my amiable Georgina 
mention the name of a woman, that 
has taken ſo much pains to render her 
miſerable?” Then, darting a look of 
the utmoſt ferocity at Sir Harry Free- 
man, ſaid —© Excuſe me, Sir Harry; 
but my provocation gets the better of 
my endeavours to ſtifle a reſentment, 
that is the reſult of the moſt unme- 
rited ill-uſage of the beſt and moſt 
amiable young creature in the world.” 


Sir Harry begged Lord Lambert 
would allow him to ſpeak ; as he per- 
ceived him to be extremely agitated. 
Lady Newbery alſo joined in the re- 
queſt; 
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queſt; and Sir Harry accordingly 
ſaid—That to attempt to make any 
apology for the unfeeling conduct of 
Lady Freeman towards Miſs Neville, 
would be ridiculous in the extreme; 
nor could he conceive what her motive 
could have been for ſuch a behaviour; 
but begged Lord Lambert would 
believe, that, if he would point out 
a method of apology from Lady Free- 
man to Miſs Neville, that he would 
not only propoſe it, but inſiſt upon a 
compliance to any conceſſion that 
ſhould be demanded from her. 


Lord Lambert appeared a little 
appeaſed, and ſaid, he did not know 


what recompence could be adequate 
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to the ſufferings of either of them 
that Miſs Neville's health, which was 
naturally delicate, was evidently af- 
fected through the great agitation of 
her ſpirits. 


Georgina, with her uſual ſweetneſs, 
then ſaid ! But now, Lord Lam- 
bert, that happineſs is again our own, 
why ſhould we let it be intruded up- 
on by any reſentment ?—This is be- 
neath us. Lady Freeman's diſap- 
pointment, and inward feelings, will 
be ſufficient mortification, without 
any addition.” Lady Newbery joined 
in the opinion of her young friend; 
and Lord Lambert could no longer 
retain any reſentment againſt Sir 

Harry, 
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Harry, whom he could not but con- 
ſider as an object of pity, from his 
being united to ſo very odious a 
character. 


At that inſtant, they were ſurprized 
by the entrance of old Mr. Preſton, 
who begged he might congratulate 
Lord Lambert upon the return of 
Miſs Neville“ For, egad!” conti- 
nued he, I began to think ſhe had 
given you the ſlip, and I ſhould have 
been very ſorry for you; for, in my 
opinion, you may go a great way be- 
fore you meet with ſuch a one. I 
really began to fear, the colonel's fine 
clothes had dazzled her eyes, as would 
have been the caſe with moſt young 
TER ladies, 


1 
ladies, for all he was ſo yellow and 
ugly.“ The drollery of Mr. Preſton 
could never have been more welcome 
than it now was, to Lady Newbery 
and Georgina; as his good-humour 


© communicated itſelf to the whole 


room, and made even Lord Lambert 
forget the ſubje& he had juſt been ſo 
deeply engaged in. 


Sir Harry then ſaid, he. muſt take 
his leave; upon which Lord Lam- 
bert ſhook hands with him, ſaying, 
he might depend that all his intended 
reſentment was done away. Sir 


Harry then ſaid, he hoped ſo, and 
ſnould ever feel himſelf under the 


greateſt obligations, both to him and 
Miſs 


( 1 
Miſs Neville, for their condeſcenſion, 
in ſo generouſly forgiving ſuch treat- 
ment. Georgina begged he would 
ſay no more upon the ſubject; and 
he withdrew. 


When he was gone, Mr. Preſton 
faid—< Aye, God help him! he has 
got a vixen, if ever there was one in 
the world.” —* That he has, indeed,” 
replied Lord Lambert; © he will 
have a fine time with her, I'll warrant 
nim; for ſhe will never leave off her 
tricks,” 


_ *] thought Lady Jemima would 
have been a fad plague to my ſon,” 
ſaid Mr. Preſton, © with her little 

. whims 


E 

whims and vanity; but is now ſo al- 
tered, ſhe is not like the ſame crea- 
ture.” —< I really think, ſhe appears 
quite reaſonable,” returned Lord 
Lambert; © and thoſe whims were 
her only defects, as ſhe was always 
both good-humoured and generous.” 
* Generous! O yes,” continued 
Mr. Preſton; ** ſhe is, indeed, too 
generous. What do you think ſhe 
has done, but given that Miſs San- 
derſon, who has been with her about 
two years; that has gone, like a fool, 

and married Parſon Harding :—he, 
poor fellow, could hardly keep him- 
ſelf; his whole income not amounting 
to much more than a hundred a year. 
Miſs Sanderſon never ſaid a word of 
the 


= 
the matter, until it was over; and 
then, ſhe made ſuch a pitiful ſtory of 
it, that Lady Jemima has ſettled fixty 
pounds a year for life, beſides preſents 


in abundance,” 


« Why, I cannot ſay I think much 
of that,” replied Lord Lambert; © as 
ſhe will be only juſt enabled to exiſt, 
and that with the ſtricteſt ceconomy. 
Lady Jemima, in my opinion, could 
not, as a gentlewoman, do leſs; for 
ſhe ought not, certainly, to ſuffer a 
perſon, who had ever been confidered 
as a friend and companion, to want the 
neceſſaries of life—her goodneſs of 
heart would not admit of that.” 


2 © Wan: 
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« Why,” replied Mr. Preſton, 
« nobody can poſlibly be more averſe 
to a want of generoſity than myſelf; 
but, in the caſe of Miſs Sanderſon, 
muſt ſay, I never much liked her; as 
I think her deceitful, and very far 
from meriting the friendſhip Lady 
Jemima beſtowed upon her. She has 
been with her near two years.” 


« Well,” replied Lord Lambert, © I. 
muſt differ from you; I do not mean 
in reſpect to her diſpoſition, as I never 
liked her; but ſtill, humanity would 
not permit me to allow a perſon that 
I had admitted into my houſe, in the 
character of a friend, to be in any ne- 
ceſſity it was in my power to relieve. 

Beſides, 


| 1 
Beſides, Miſs Sanderſon gave up her 
time to Lady Jemima.” 


« Well,” replied old Mr. Preſton, 
& what could ſhe have done better 
with her time? She is not ſo elevated, 
that I ever perceived; therefore her 
time, inſtead of turning to any ac- 
count, would only have hung heavy 
upon her hands,” 


Lord Lambert laughed, and ſaid— 
« Well, the trifle Lady Jemima be- 
ſtowed upon Miſs Sanderſon, will 
never be felt by her.” 


c As to that,” returned Mr. Preſ- 
ton, rather hurt at the obſervation; 
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« T ſhould not regard twice the ſum 
to a deſerving object give more 
than that myſelf.” 


At that moment arrived Mrs. Nel- 
ſon; upon which the gentlemen took 


their leave, and left her to Geor- 
gina. 


L122 
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Georgina has an interview with Mrs, 
Nelſon, and forgives her. 


GkORGI NA deſired Mrs. Nel- 
ſon might be ſhewn up ſtairs, into her 
dreſſing- room, where ſhe intended 
following her immediately, to hear 
what apology ſhe could poſſibly in- 
vent, for the unparalleled cruelty of 
her conduct towards her: but the idea 
of again beholding the woman. who 
had occaſioned her ſo much miſery, 


ſeized her ſo violently, that ſhe could 
ſcarcely ſummon ſufficient reſolution 
again to meet her, Thus torn with irre- 

| ſolution, 
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ſolution and averſion, ſhe determined 
to beg thefayour of Lady Newbery to 
go with her, which ſhe immediately 
conſented to do; and only ridiculed 
Georgina for a timidity, which, ſhe | 
_ obſerved, belonged to the aggreſſor, 
and not to the injured; upon which, 
Georgina endeavoured to overcome 
the great agitation that had poſſeſſed 
her. They accordingly went up into 
the apartment which Mrs, Nelſon had 
been ſnewn into. | 


On their entrance, they diſcovered 
this unfortunate young woman, ſo 
loſt in thought, that ſhe did not im- 
mediately perceive them; but the 
moment ſhe did, threw herſelf at the 

feet 
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feet of Georgina, imploring her for- 
giveneſs of a conduct that her po- 
verty, added to the entreaties of Lady 
Freeman, had prevailed upon her, en- 
tirely contrary to her inclination, to 
be guilty of. 


8 who was ſhocked at the 
countenance and altered appearance 
of Mrs. Nelſon, raiſed her, faying, 
ſhe could eaſily forgive her, notwith= 
ſtanding the part ſhe had been induced 
to act againſt her had been a ſource 
of infinite pain and miſery; yet, as 
the conſequence had occaſioned her 
no real injury, ſhe ſhould be aſhamed 


of harbouring a reſentment ſo mean 
and ungenerous, 


Mrs, 
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Mrs, Nelſon, who had known bur 
little of the world, except what ſhe 
the had ſeen in the houſe of Lady 
Malcomb, was ſurprized at the gene- 
roſity of fentiment ſhe perceived in 
Georgina; and was ſo much overcome 
by it, that it almoſt rendered her in- 
capable of proceeding in her recital 
of the method which Miſs Malcomb 
took to prevail upon her to act the 
dreadful part ſhe had done by Miſs 
Neville. At length, encouraged by 
the great good-nature of Lady New- 
bery and Georgina, ſhe reſumed ſuffi- 
cient ſtrength of mind to conquer her 
timidity, and gave them an exact ac- 
count of all that had paſſed between 
Lady Freeman and herſelf; which 
much 
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much aſtoniſhed Georgina, notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe was prepared to believe 
ſo ill of Lady Freeman. Lady New- 
bery, on the contrary, was not the leaſt 
ſurprized, as ſhe had heard the ſame 
account from Lady Jemima. 


Mrs. Nelſon then informed them, 
ſhe had received the promiſed fifty 
pounds from Lady Freeman; which 
ſhe intended to return; ſaying, ſhe 
was convinced, that ſuch ill-earned 
pelf could be of no uſe to her; and 
that, notwithſtanding ſhe and her 
children had nearly felt the want of 
the neceſſaries of life fince ſhe had 
ſeen Lady Freeman, ſhe could not 
prevail 


L 228 J 


prevail with herſelf to break the guilty 
note. 


Lady Newbery and Georgina were 
much pleaſed at this trait which Mrs. 
Nelſon gave of herſelf; and Georgina, 
in the kyndeſt manner, promiſed her 
future protection. Mrs. Nelſon, then, 
before them, ſealed up the note; in 
which ſhe had wrote Lady Freeman 
word, that ſhe could not make uſe of 
it. Lady Newbery then deſired Mrs. 
Nelſon would take ſome refreſhment; 
then rang the bell, to deſire ſhe might 
be ſhewn into the houſekeeper's room. 


Georgina, filled with pity at the 
maeelan- 
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| melancholy ſituation of Mrs. Nelſon, 
renewed her promiſe of protecting her; 
and alſo, that ſhe would conſider of 
ſome means of providing for her and 
her children; which goodneſs ſo aſto- 
niſhed Mrs. Nelſon, that ſhe gazed 
with filent wonder on her benefac- 
treſs, and was totally incapable of 
thanking her. Georgina then ran 
down ſtairs, with a heart made light 
and glad by ſelf-approbation: but 
Lady Newbery followed, not much 
pleaſed with the offer Georgina had 
made Mrs. Nelſon, which ſhe conſi- 


dered as highly imprudent. 


When they were both ſeated in the 
drawing-room, Lady Newbery en- 
To: i, quired, 


11 

quired, with great ſeriouſneſs, how ſhe 
could poſſibly make ſuch an offer to 
an entire ſtranger, and one who, to 
her, had been the occaſion of ſo much 
unhappineſs. « Beſides,” continued 
Lady Newbery, ** you have certainly 
been premature in making any pro- 
miſe to Mrs. Nelſon, without the ap- 
probation of Lord Lambert, who will 
moſt probably diſapprove of your 
ever taking the ſmalleſt notice of a 
woman who, whatever apology ſhe 
may make for her behaviour, certainly 
can merit no favour or protection from 
you: beſides which, your promiſed 
kindneſs was ſo unbounded, you were 
not ſatisfied with limiting your fa- 
vours to her alone, but with the 
1 addition 
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addition of her family, let it be ever 


ſo numerous. I am ſenſible,” con- 
tinued Lady Newbery, * that your 
intention was humane 1n the greateſt 
degree; but you mult forgive my 
obſerving the great imprudence of 
it.“ 

Georgina, who had liſtened with the 
greateſt attention, advanced, and then 
with great modeſty anſwered, that ſhe 
could not altogether take ſomuch blame 
upon herſelf; but that, if Lord Lam- 
bert diſapproved of her conduct, ſhe 
ſhould be truly mortified; adding, 
that had Lady Newbery ſeen Mrs. 
Nelſon before this, ſhe could not but 
have been intereſted in her favour, 
X 2 1 
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at the evident change that was ſo ap- 
parent in her countenance, and which 
muſt be the conſequence of extreme 
penitence and remorſe. All theſe 
appearances were to her the ſymptoms 
of a good heart. Lady Newbery 
agreed with her, but ſtill perſiſted in 
ſaying, that ſhe ſhould firſt have con- 
ſulted with Lord Lambert. Georgina 
ſmiled; and ſaid, ſhe did not fear his 
anger upon the occaſion. 


While they were talking, Lord 
Lambert called in again, being curious 
to hear what had paſſed between 
Georgina and Mrs. Nelſon. He 
liſtened with great attention to the ac- 
count they gave; but, when Lady 
Newbery 


1 

Newbery tenderly mentioned the very 
kind offer Georgina had made to 
Mrs. Nelſon of her protection, Lord 
Lambert looked rather ſurprized; but, 
perceiving Georgina's confuſion, ſaid 
* I am convinced my Georgina, 
whoſe penetration is ſo very clear, 
would not have proffered her friend- 
ſhip where it was unmerited.” Geor- 
gina felt greatly confuſed and morti- 
fied at this ſpeech from Lord Lam- 
bert; but, at length, endeavouring to 
overcome theſe unpleaſant ſenſations, 
ſaid “ I believe I may very proba- 
bly have erred in judgment; but, as 
humanity was the motive for my mak- 
ing fo injudicious an offer, flatter 

X 3 myyſelf 
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myſelf that this will plead my ex- 
cuſe,” 


Lord Lambert ſurveyed her with 
the kind attention that is ever the at- 
tendant of a ſincere and real affection 
and, taking her hand, ſaid - Who 
can poſſibly attempt to cenſure a con- 

duct which was occaſioned by ſuch | 
generous ſentiments? All that has 
been promiſed, I will take care ſhall 
be performed. Lady Jemima, I am 
ſure, will aſſiſt about the children; and 
the mother we may place in ſome uſe- 


ful ſituation in our own family. 


Lady Newbery then ſaid, that as 
Georgina had not yet hired a ſeryant, 


[ 235 ] 
ſhe thought Mrs. Nelſon might be 


very capable of ſuch an employment. 
They accordingly agreed to make the 


propoſal to her, which they were con- 
vinced would be accepted with great 
joy. Lord Lambert then took his 
leave; and Lady Newbery ſent for 
Mrs. Nelſon, who received the intel- 
ligence with the moſt unfeigned gra- 
titude. She then informed her, that 
the marriage was to take place in two 
days; on which account, ſhe could 
not return into the country, but muſt 
ſend for her family to town, when they 
would conſider of ſome plan of edu- 
cating and providing for them. 


Lord Lambert then returned again, 
to 


19 

to inform them he had juſt been with 
Lady Jemima, who had promiſed to 
take the entire charge of the eldeſt 
boy, whom ſhe admired very much. 
Lord Lambert again took his leave 
and the ladies went to dreſs for dinner. 
Lady Jemima was charmed at her 
ſucceſs; and Mrs. Nelſon, who was 
an extraordinary good hair-dreſſer, 
was to dreſs her that day. 


CHAP, 
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Ar length, the day arrived that 
was to compleat the happineſs of Lord 
Lambert and Georgina. His dreſs 
was elegant, without finery; and Geor- 
gina, who was ever remarkable for the 
ſimplicity of her taſte, wore a fine 
clear book muſlin night-gown, trim- 
med with fringe over the paleſt pink 
lute-ſtring. Her fine light hair was 
elegantly dreſſed in curls, with a ſmall 
quantity of powder. Her hat was alſo 
of pale pink, very ſmall, and adorned 
with white feathers: it was put on 
with a ſlight inclination to the left. 

In 
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In ſhort, the whole of her dreſs im- 
preſſed the beholdeis with the higheſt 
Opinion of her taſte. Lord Lambert 


was ſo much charmed with her ap- 
pearance, that he could not help de- 
claring he had never ſeen his lovely 
Georgina look to ſuch advantage as 
on this day, The ceremony was per- 
formed, by ſpecial licence, at Lord 
Newbery'ss The company preſent 
were Lord and Lady Newbery; Mr. 
Preſton, and Lady Jemima Preſton ; 
and Mr, Preſton, ſenior; who was in 
ſuch. ſpirits, that he enlivened them 
extremely, 


After the ceremony was over, they 
ſet off for Lord Lambert's villa, which 
was 
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was ſituated near the Thames, at Rich- 
mond : Lord and Lady Lambert in 
their chariot; Mr. Preſton and Lady 
Jemima in theirs; and Lord and 
Lady Newbery, with the elder Mr. 
Preſton, in Lord Newbery's coach. 
The day was ſpent, as is uſual upon 
ſuch occaſions, in mirth and happi- 
_ neſs. Lord Lambert paid the moſt 
unaffected attention to his beloved 
Georgina, and ſhe received his kind- 
neſs with real affection. The week 
paſſed equally happy as the firſt day; 
when the party returned to town, as 
did Lord and Lady Lambert to their 
houſe in Pall Mall ; where, in a few 
days, they received a viſit from Sir 


Harry Freeman, who appeared very 
dejected, 
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dejected. Lord Lambert enquired 
into the occaſion; and Sir Harry 
ſhock his head, ſaying—* You, my 
lord, may conſider yourſelf as the 
moſt fortunate of men; and I am 
ſorry to add, that I am truly miſe- 
rable.” Lord Lambert, who could 
not but underſtand Sir Hatry, ſaid, 
he was very ſorry for him; but hoped 
Lady Freeman would mend as ſhe 
grew older. © That,” replied the 
unfortunate Sir Harry, I have little 
hope of, as I never heard of the heart 
that was naturally bad being im- 
proved by time.” He then informed 
him, that Lady Freeman was already 
quite ſick of him ; that Colonel Sim- 
mons was her conſtant attendant; and, 


IN 
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en ſhort, that the general tenour of 
her behaviour was ſo unguarded, as 
well as contemptuous to kim, that he 
was determined to be ſeparated from 
her, as ſhe rendered his life quite in- 
ſupportable. 


Lord Lambert was much concern- 
ed at the account Sir Harry gave of 
his ſituation; and ſaid, he hoped that 
Lady Freeman's ill uſage of Lady 
Lambert had not been the occaſion 
of their diſagreement. Sir Harry an- 
ſwered—< Not the leaſt; as ſhe de- 
clared, ſhe held all they could ſay or 
do upon the occaſion in the greateſt 

contempt. Upon which Sir Harry 
concluded, that any farther reproach 
1 Y would 
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would only add to his unhappineſs, 
by provoking her; and could not 
poſſibly have any good effect, as ſhe 
was a ſtranger to ſhame. He then 
took his leave ; declaring his earneſt 
hope that another week would reſtore 
his peace. Lord Lambert wiſhed 


him more happy, and they parted. 


He then went up to his beloved 
Georgina, to inform her of what he 
had heard from Sir Harry Freeman 
at which ſhe was much concerned, as 
ſhe was convinced that Sir Harry 
would have overlooked her errors, 
had there been a probability of any 
amendment: but his determination 
was a convincing proof to her, that 

| b 
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the behaviour of Lady Freeman was 
too bad to be forgiven, Lord Lam- 
bert and Georgina were much con- 
cerned at the very unfortunate ſitua- 
tion of their good-humoured friend. 
At the expiration of the week, they 
were ſurprized to find that Sir Harry 
had effected a ſeparation from Lady 
Freeman ; and that Colonel Simmons 


had refuſed to marry her. On theſe 
accounts, ſhe was ſo much diſap- 


pointed and mortified, that it deter- 
mined her to quit a country in which 
ſhe had rendered herſelf too conſpicu- 
oufly odious to continue. 


The colonel], now tired of her per- 
ſon, had no farther inducement to 
> 27 continue 
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continue with a woman whoſe only re- 
commendation to him was novelty. 
She accordingly ſet out for the Con- 
tinent, unattended, except by Lady 
Malcomb, who was too affectionate a 

mother to abandon her child, notwith- 
| ſtanding her guilt. After her depar- 
ture, Sir Harry lived much in the 
ſociety of Lord and Lady Lambert; 
where he had an opportunity of ob- 
ſerving the amiable conduct of the 
much admired Lady Lambert. She 
lived to have ſeveral children. The 
girls, it is hoped, will inherit the ele- 
gant accompliſhments and lovely diſ- 
poſitions of the mother; the boys, 
the generoſity and worth, the anima- 
tion, 


1 7] 
tion, noble ſpirit, and conciliating 
manners, of the father. 


Lord and Lady Lambert were 
firmly united in the ſacred bonds of 
pure affection and full confidence. 
They exhibited to the world a fidelity 
and attachment of the moſt perfect 
kind. In the attention which was 
paid to the education of their children, 
in giving them virtuous, liberal prin- 
ciples, and forming their taſte aright, 
they ſet a pattern which ought to be 
univerſally imitated. Their example 
was a conſtant leſſon of inſtruction. 


1 CON- 


[ 246 J 


CONCLUSION. 


Don link bitocy; may; forve, in 
ſome ſort, to ſhew in what the real 
beauty of human life, as well as of 
female excellence, conſiſt; and that, 
without conſcious goodneſs, misfor- 
tunes cannot be borne with that be- 
coming dignity and elevation of ſoul 
which, in a ſtate where the fcenes are 
ſo frequently ſhifted, is ſo neceſſary. 
It alſo appears, that when an idle Cu- 
riofity is in active operation with Envy 
and 111-nature, they generally render 
thoſe who are under their malignant 
influence, odious to others, and miſe- 

rable 
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rable in themſelves: but that an in- 
flexible adherence to rectitude, to that 
nice honour which is the finer part of 


virtue, will beſtow eſteem and happi- 
neſs. It may likewiſe be added, that 
when delicacy of mind, or the finer 
feelings of the heart, are uniformly 
governed by reaſon, prudence, and 
a ſenſe of what is becoming, they will 
prove a ſource of the moſt pure and 
refined enjoyment. 
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greater advantages than will be found in any 
other public Library in England, and parti- 
cularly thoſe who reſide in the country: for, 
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lection of Italian, French, and Engliſh Books, 
the Subſcribers at T hree Guineas per year 
have every new Pamphlet, as well as new 
Book, as ſoon as publiſhed. 6 


The number of books allowed are Twelve 
in town, and Twenty- four in the coun- 
try; and will have every book in quarto, 

octavo, 


